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Urban Renewal in Colorado
What is Urban Renewal

A tool that enables municipalities to revitalize struggling areas in their jurisdictions which 
requires additional intervention in order to remedy blight, restore economic vitality, and 

improve safety.

Working Together…
Commerce City, through its Urban Renewal Authority, develops plans to catalyze 

revitalization efforts and private investment within identified, targeted areas.

In Doing So…
The Urban Renewal Authority encourages and attracts private sector investment that 

otherwise would not occur (“But For” Urban Renewal).

Colorado Urban Renewal Law
Colorado Urban Renewal Law was originally adopted in 1958.



Urban Renewal Authority 
of the City of Commerce City, Colorado (CCURA) 
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The purpose of an urban renewal authority in Colorado is to
Eliminate, Remediate, and Prevent Blighted Conditions.  



Urban Renewal in Colorado - Blight
“An area that, in its present condition and use, substantially impairs the sound growth of the municipality, 

retards the provision of housing accommodations, or constitutes an economic or social liability, and is a 
menace to the public health, safety, morals, or welfare.”

1. Slum, deteriorated, or deteriorating structures; 

2. Defective or inadequate street layout; 

3. Faulty lot layout in relation to size, adequacy, accessibility, or usefulness; 

4. Unsanitary or unsafe conditions; 

5. Deterioration of site or other improvements; 

6. Unusual topography or inadequate public improvements or utilities; 

7. Defective or unusual conditions of title rendering the title non-marketable; 

8. Existence of conditions that endanger life or property by fire or other causes; 

9. Buildings that are unsafe or unhealthy for persons to live or work in because of building code violations, 

dilapidation, deterioration, defective design, physical construction, or faulty or inadequate facilities; 

10. Environmental contamination of buildings or property; 

11. The existence of health, safety, or welfare factors requiring high levels of municipal services or substantial physical 

underutilization or vacancy of sites, buildings, or other improvements; and

12. If there is no objection of such property owner. 



Urban Renewal Plan 
Creation 



(some) Urban Renewal Tools

Redeveloping 
existing areas 

is typically 
much more 
expensive 

and difficult 
than new 

development.  

Land Acquisition and Redevelopment

• Control Use(r)
• Remove barriers to redevelopment
• Assemble Strategic properties
• Blight clearing
• Infrastructure Improvements

Tax Increment Finance

• Pay-Go
• Reimbursement Agreements
• Revenue Bonds

Reinvestment Programs

• Façade Grant
• Relocation Grants
• Building Investment Programs
• Place Making and Public Art Programs



With Development 
in URA

Developer Financing 



Urban Renewal 
Plan Areas
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What’s Next

General Administration 
 Amend bylaws to formally adopt a Regular Meeting day for the Urban 

Renewal Authority.
 Appoint a 13th Commissioner to fill the vacant at-large seat. 
 Adopt CCURA Charter: Purpose, Objective, Mission, Goals, Vision.
 Develop a Strategic Plan with a multiyear short-term work program to guide 

the CCURA.



What’s Next
Prairie Gateway (Also Known as Victory Crossing)
 Participate in the NAIOP Rocky Mountain Real Estate Challenge. 
 Create a feasible redevelopment strategy for the revitalization of Victory 

Crossing.
 Support The Kroenke Group in retail redevelopment along 56th Avenue. 
 Collaborate with Kroenke Sports and Entertainment on the required 

Environmental Risk Assessment under the Comprehensive Environmental 
Response, Compensation, and Liability Act to evaluate the removal of deed 
restrictions pertaining to residential development on the site. 



What’s Next
Mile High Greyhound Park
 Complete the Feasibility Study and Conceptual Design for the Multi-Purpose 

Complex on Tract A (formerly known as Institutional Anchor).
 Negotiate agreements in good faith with potential partners for the ongoing 

financing, construction, and management of the Multi-Purpose Complex. 
 Amend the Mile High Greyhound Park Planned Unit Development to support 

retail development on Tract B.
 Develop Tract B property owners association governing documents.
 Prepare to sell the remaining 6 acres of Tract B for retail development.
 Collaborate with the City and CDOT for the Vazquez transportation project. 
 Complete and deliver all 68-units of C-3 Rowhomes.
 Support Delwest on breaking ground on the 240-unit Tract F.



What’s Next
Derby
 Develop a reinvestment strategy aimed at maximizing revitalization within 

Derby.

Sand Creek Business District
 Support the Developer with the acquisition and redevelopment of the Sand 

Creek Landfill.

72nd STAMP
 Develop an Urban Renewal Plan for the 72nd Station Area to maximize 

revitalization and provide the financial resources necessary for 
redevelopment. 



Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

City Council @6pm Adams BOCC @9:30am
Planning Commission @6pm

Youth Commission @6:30pm

City Council @6pm Adams BOCC @9:30am
Board of Adjustments @5:30pm

Adams 14 BOE @6:30pm

BOE Committee @5:30pm
Housing Authority @5:45pm

Senior Commission @3pm

City Council @6pm Adams BOCC @9:30am
SACFPD @4:30pm

Derby Review Board @5:30pm
Cultural Council @6:00pm

Veterans Commission @6:00pm

Youth Commission @6:30pm

City Council @6pm Adams BOCC @9:30am
PRG Advisory @6:00pm

Quality Community @6:30pm
Adams 14 BOE @5:30pm

DEI Commission @5:30pm Citizen Public Safety Advisory @4pm



CCURA Charter (2023 DRAFT)
Purpose:

Eliminate, remediate, and prevent blighted conditions.

Mission:

Promote inclusive reinvestment, equitable growth, thoughtful placemaking, and sustainability through the revitalization of targeted 

areas requiring additional intervention to remedy blight, restore economic vitality, improve safety, and enhance the quality of life for 

current and future inhabitants of Commerce City.

Vision:

• Inclusive Reinvestment: Support diversity, equity, and inclusion through deliberate investment choices that align with the mission, 

promote inclusion, and seek competitive financial returns.

• Equitable Growth: Raise living standards and economic prosperity for all inhabitants of Commerce City.

• Thoughtful Placemaking: Capitalize on local community assets, inspiration, and potential, with the intention of creating public 

spaces that improve urban vitality and promote people's health, safety, and well-being.

• Sustainability: Address human, social, economic, and environmental impacts through urban planning, design, and project 

management.

Objective:

Maximize revitalization activities and  provide financial resources necessary for redevelopment 

within targeted areas of the City identified as blighted by the Mayor and Council.


