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Presentation Outline
1. Introductions 
2.Background - SACWSD and C3 Collaborative Work and 

Partnerships
3.SACWSD Water Sustainability Programs
4.E3 Work
5.E3/Community Development Work
6.Next Steps/Actions for Community
7.Questions

2



Presenters (Names/Roles)

SACWSD 
• Daniel Kelshaw, Water Resources Engineer
• Drew Howland, Public Information Officer

Commerce City
• Libby Tart, Senior Environmental Planner, E3 Division
• Dave Foster, Landscape Architect, Community Development 

Department
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Recent SACWSD and C3 Partnerships
• Northern Colorado Water Smart 

Workshop – Estes Park May 2023
• Water Smart Grant Collaboration 
• Project Accelerator
• ERUs/Temporary Irrigation Meters
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Northern Colorado Water Smart Workshop – May 2023 with seven other municipalities. C3 sent four staff, SACWSD sent two staff, and C3's outside legal counsel for water attended.  Cities apply for to attend the workshop and Growing Water Smart provides staff expertise at the workshop to help communities integrate water and land use planning to better ensure their sustainability and resilience.  

The goals established at the workshop for SACWSD and C3 were: 1) to utilize water supply as a tool to incentivize development and growth the community/City Council want, and reduce water demand through policy, 2) to maximize efficiency strategies to fit City buildout scenario into projected water supply, and 3) to commit our organizations to plan for land use and water together.  

Actions included: 1) Collaboration in meetings and policies, 2) Coordination through cross-referencing policies and adding water compliance in long range plans, 3) Analyze development review – educate staff, establish ERU policies and guidance for best practices and to ensure water infrastructure needs are met with new development, 4) Water-Wise Plants – promote xeriscaping and integrate it into the Land Development Code, provide residents with environmental education tools, explore turf retrofit programs, hire a landscape specialist, 5) Building Code Updates – develop fixture and applicant retrofit program, explore retrofit on resale requirements.  



SACWSD Water 
Sustainability Programs
District Turf Replacement
• Klein Water Treatment Plant native grass and xeriscape implementation 

designed by Denver Botanic Gardens
• Replacing turf with river rocks and native flora at 77th & Pontiac reservoir, 

followed by 80th & Jasmine reservoir in 2027

Resource Central 2026 "Slow the Flow" programs:
• Irrigation audits (75)

Additional WaterSmart Efforts in 2026
• Rain sensor giveaways
• Smart irrigation controller giveaways 
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SACWSD Water 
Sustainability Programs 
Water Conservation
• Indoor: find and fix leaks, add 

aerators, prevent leaky toilets, 
purchase water efficient appliances

• Outdoor: adhere to lawn watering 
times and quantities
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SACWSD Water 
Sustainability Programs 
District "Drop the Peak" Initiative
• Localized to non-potable service area
• Objective is to reduce irrigation demand between the hours of 4 and 6 AM
• This effort reduces system stress while improving irrigation performance
• Promotion of initiative will take place summer 2026
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• Xeric Demonstration 
Gardens

• Resource Central 
Work - Garden in a 
Box

E3 and Community Development

Monaco Park Garden

Bison Ridge Garden



E3 and Community 
Development
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• Myths/Facts on Land Development 
Code/State Legislation with native/xeric landscaping

• Water Sustainability Page for E3 –
CD/E3/ECV coordination

• Future Revisions/Info. on Policies/LDC at City 
with Landscaping

• CIP Streetscape and median design projects
• Water system/irrigation corrections with 

designs, practices
• Best practices with Parks irrigation – Smart controllers, 

weather sensors, water efficient equipment, water 
budget requirements
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SACWSD Programs:
• Spring 2026 Klein 

landscaping project
• April 15, 2026 – Irrigation 

season begins
• Summer 2026 – Slow the 

Flow program
• Fall 2026 – 77 & Pontiac 

landscaping
• October 2026 –

Irrigation season ends

E3 Programs:
• Early March 2026 –

Water Sustainability 
Page Link to E3 Website

• March 11 – Start of 
Garden in a Box Spring 
Discounts

• Spring 2026 – Request 
for Proposals for Two C3 
Xeric Demonstration 
Gardens at Monaco 
Park and Bison Ridge 
Recreation Center

• Fall 2026 – Two 
xeric gardens installed

Community 
Development 

Programs:
• Spring 2026 –

Implementation of 
Irrigation Plan Review

• Summer 2026 – Updates 
to Xeric Plant List/ Street 
Tree List

• Summer 2026 –
Collaboration with 
Denver Botanical 
Gardens, Sustainable 
Landscape 
Services Program

• Fall 2026 – Sustainability 
Index (Land Dev. Code)

Next Steps/Actions

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Next steps and actions for residents and businesses with water sustainability 



Questions/Comments?

Contact Information for Presentation Team: 

Daniel Kelshaw, dkelshaw@southadamswaterco.gov
Drew Howland, dhowland@southadamswaterco.gov
Libby Tart, etart@c3gov.com
Dave Foster, dfoster@c3gov.com
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