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Sand Creek Regional Greenway

Sand Creek Massacre 
National Historic Site

NOT affiliated with the 
Sand Creek Massacre
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• 13.1 miles
• 3 cities
• 3 counties

Master Plan adopted in 1995



Sand Creek Regional Greenway Partnership
• Non-profit established in 2000

• 2000-2021 – Building the trail with Aurora, Denver, and 
Commerce City

• Over $40M raised 

• 2021-Present – Activation and Stewardship. Enhancing the 
equitable access, awareness, and engagement of the 
Greenway.

• Environmental education

• Community science

• Outdoor wellness

• Volunteering (since 2011!)

• Trail improvements & ecological restoration

• Since 2023

• 3296+ pounds of litter removed

• 1330+ pounds of noxious weeds removed
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Ecological Assessment + 
Corridor Management Plan

With generous support from the 

National Fish and Wildlife Foundation RESTORE Colorado Program
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so much 
along Sand 

Creek  to 
protect!
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Issues & Needs
• Listed on the 303(d) list for E. coli 

and selenium contamination

• Affected by nearby industrial 
activity

• Impacted by increased 
recreational use

• Address habitat loss and 
fragmentation

• Foster native biodiversity

• Improve climate resilience

• Enhance watershed resilience

• Piecemeal restoration approach 
for a continuous stream and 
wildlife corridor
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Objectives
• Improve the ecological health and 

resilience of the Greenway corridor, 
including Sand Creek, trails, and 
riparian, wetland, and upland habitats. 

• Greenway community members co-
create the plan, which reflects their 
shared vision, priorities, knowledge, 
and lived experiences as Greenway 
users and nearby residents. 

• Align jurisdictions on management and 
restoration projects and practices. 

• Provide a roadmap for future projects 
and investment that enhance wildlife 
habitat and promote equitable access 
to the Greenway. 

• Cultivate sustained and shared 
stewardship of the Greenway. 
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Building on Existing Work

• Sand Creek Downstream of 
Colfax Study, led by Mile High 
Flood District

• Hydrology

• Hydraulics

• Geomorphology

• Vegetation

• Community Values

• SCRGP Community Science 
program – RiverWatch 
sampling

• SCRGP Ecological 
Assessment + Corridor 
Management Plan

• Water quality

• Vegetation

• In-stream, riparian, 
and upland habitat

• Community priorities
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Process

Hire Environmental 
Consultant

(June-July 2027)

Assessment
(Fall 2026 – Spring 

2027)

Management Plan
(Summer 2027)
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Community Engagement
Greenway tours, planning workshops, 

online mapping
(Fall 2026 – Spring 2027)
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