














































Dear Commerce City City Council, 

 

I am formally writing to you to express my deep concern for the numerous fracking 

projects that are in the works in our community and that look to be pushed through, 

despite opposition by many constituents. As our representatives and leaders, you have 

taken on the job of protecting our community, our families, our health, safety, and 

welfare, and also our environment. If we continue on this selfish and destructive 

path, what will be left for future generations. I am adamantly opposed to fracking in 

Commerce City, Adams County, Colorado and our world. It is time for us to move 

forward with new innovations that free us from fossil fuels and send the message that 

we that caring for the planet AND creating economic stability aren't mutually 

exclusive. It MUST start at the local level. I urge you, the leaders of Commerce City to 

listen to the voices of those you represent and to stand strong AGAINST special 

interests in the pockets of oil and gas. It is incumbent on you to protect our public 

health and safety. 

 

Thank you, Jana Bozeman 310.872.4114 janabozeman@gmail.com 

 

To whom it may concern, 

 

My name is Levi Hancock, I have lived and worked in Colorado in the Oil and Gas 

Industry since 2005. I have seen our industry go through massive changes to protect 

the environment and the communities we work within. Our industry has had an all out 

war launched on us which has not only affected our families and friends but the 

communities in which we live. The regulations that keep getting placed on our 

industry has not only affected our economy in a negative way but it has destroyed 

family after family and job after job. We are not only humans in this world but we are 

Coloradans! We live here, work here and play here. We want to protect the 

environment and our communities not only for all Coloradans but our families, friends 

and future generations. There is a better way to coexist with one another. We are 

hardworking, caring and loving Coloradans and we can find a better way to boost our 

economy and bring good high paying jobs back to Coloradan families. There is a way 

to build a better tomorrow without destroying a whole industry, many families and 

lives. The regulations that have been placed on our industry in the last few years have 

no logic nor scientific basis. We can do better together by bringing understanding to 

what our industry does and what we benefit we provide for all Coloradans! 

 

Please let’s take a step in the right direction by working together. We are all humans 

working for the betterment of Colorado! 

 

Thank you, Levi Hancock 
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Thank you for this opportunity to give public comment! 

 

Word has it that Commerce City is about to approve more oil & gas fracking wells. For 

the health and safety of your community I believe this is a bad plan! The COGCC is 

now honoring setbacks of 2,000 feet but I do not think this is far enough. In the event 

of an explosion the fire department would move the public back at least a half a mile 

or more. 

 

In Texas, researchers found that babies born near frequent flaring are 50 % more 

likely to be premature. In Colorado, the state Department of Health discovered that 

people living near fracking sites face elevated risk of nosebleeds, headaches, 

breathing trouble, and dizziness. In Pennsylvania, researchers found that people living 

near fracking face increased rates of infant mortality, depression and hospitalizations 

for skin and urinary issues. Further studies of fracking communities throughout the 

country have found that living near fracking wells increases the risk of premature 

births, high-risk pregnancies, asthma, migraines, fatigue, nasal and sinus symptoms, 

skin disorders and heart failure. Laboratory studies have linked chemicals used in 

fracking fluid to endocrine disruption which can cause hormone imbalance, 

reproductive harm, early puberty, brain and behavior problems, improper immune 

function, and cancer. 

 

Fracking chemicals have been found in the bodies of people living close to fracking 

wells. Chemicals in water, air and urine samples that are linked to a wide range of 

harmful health impacts include cancer-causing chemicals in air samples at levels that 

exceeded recommended safety thresholds. Additionally, biomarkers for harmful 

chemicals like ethylbenzene, styrene, and toluene in the bodies of southwestern 

Pennsylvanians at levels significantly higher than the average American. Families that 

live closer to fracking wells had higher levels of chemicals like 1,2,3-

trimethylbenzene, 2-heptanone, and naphthalene in their urine than families that live 

further away. Exposure to these compounds is linked to skin, eye, and respiratory 

issues, gastrointestinal illness, liver problems, neurological issues, immune system 

and kidney damage, developmental issues, hormone disruption, heart disease and 

increased cancer risk. 

 

"We have enough evidence at this point that these health impacts should be of serious 

concern to policymakers interested in protecting public health," Irena Gorski Steiner, 

an environmental epidemiology doctoral candidate at the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg 

School of Public Health, told Environmental Health News (EHN). 

 

If I lived in Commerce City I would want my community leaders to think very seriously 

about the health impacts of fracking to my family and fellow citizens. Health and 

safety should be your top priority! 

 

Janice Brown Retired critical care RN Englewood, CO 



 

As a resident of a neighboring county (Broomfield-CCOB) and having been involved in 

the CCOB work on regulations, I encourage you to go as strongly as possible to realize 

the regulatory powers that SB181 and HB 1261 afford you to protect public health and 

the environment. You by now have most likely been educated on the downsides of oil 

and gas (O&G) development and also have experienced the pressure of developers and 

O&G industries to not require more of them as their profits will be affected. Please 

realize that developing strong regulations to avoid and minimize impacts is the moral 

thing to do at this point--you are acting to protect the general welfare, not just the 

entitlements of some. 

 

It is unfair that we citizens end up subsidizing and bearing the costs of these 

industries as we move in a more sustainable direction--these costs are many: not only 

dealing with the health costs of pollution and noise, odor, and traffic nuisances but 

also often having to clean up the messes of abandoned O&G infrastructure. Please 

look to the Boulder regulations and CCOB's current draft to make sure that your 

financial assurances section covers the true costs of doing business. 

 

As to setbacks, another thorny issue, please do a hard setback of 2000' for proposed 

pads from existing schools and homes and the 1000' reverse setback. This will help to 

reinforce communities' abilities to set some hard and clear lines that have a solid 

foundation in current health studies. Well density is another thorny issue that 

communities need to start considering as a region because we all know that the 

current density in Weld county contributes to our serious non-attainment of National 

Ozone standards. This speaks to a need for communities to all work towards stricter 

regulations on the industry. 

 

Thank you for being open to feedback from your neighbors as we all grapple with the 

economic, health, and environmental impacts of our reliance on fossil fuels. And 

please stay open to the evolving science and the growing awareness of complex 

realities/facts. Closing your minds while clinging to old beliefs and ideologies will only 

lead to more suffering. 

 

Lois Vanderkooi 
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