
Commerce City Historic Preservation Program
City Council Study Session 9.9.19



Agenda

• What is Historic Preservation?
• Historic Preservation Ordinances 

and Local Preservation Programs
• Progress Made To Date
• Items For Discussion/Next Steps



What is Historic Preservation?
National Historic Preservation Act, 1966



What is Historic Preservation?

• Adaptive Re-Use
• Archaeology
• Architecture
• Cultural Landscapes
• Re-Investment Tax 

Credits
• Economic 

Development
• Heritage Tourism

• Place-Making
• Education
• Embodied Energy
• Sustainability
• Community 

Character



Historic Preservation Ordinance

• Establish a Historic Preservation Board or 
Commission

• Establish a Local Historic Register
• Establish Procedures for Identification of Historic 

Sites
• Establish Design Review and Demolition Review 

Procedures
• Determine to Pursue/Not Pursue Certified Local 

Government (CLG) Status

Community-Specific Law 
Shaping the Treatment of its Historic Environment



Colorado Framework

Colorado Local Preservation 
Programs

• 124 local preservation 
programs

• 62 of these are CLG’s



Commerce City Historic Preservation Plan (2015)

Commerce City Recognizes Historic 
Preservation as a:

• Component of Sustainability
• Educational Opportunity
• Supporting Element of Economic Development
• Opportunity for Heritage Tourism

Key Historic Themes
• Transportation network – historic & modern
• Agricultural Context
• Industrial History
• Mid-Century Building Stock



Local Program Steps 

• Explore Program Elements
• Adopt Ordinance
• Establish a Historic Preservation Board
• Establish a Survey Program
• Certify as a CLG (optional)



Working Project Schedule

Neighborhood Outreach June 13, 2019 

Stakeholder Engagement                   July 31, 2019 

Neighborhood Outreach                 August 8, 2019

Public Meeting                           August 21, 2019

Planning Commission               September 3, 2019

City Council Study Session      September 9, 2019

Stakeholder Engagement      Fall/Winter 2019-2020

Public Meeting                            Fall/Winter 2019-2020 

Planning Commission               Fall/Winter 2019-2020

City Council Study Session     Fall/Winter 2019-2020

Final Ordinance Adoption        Winter/Spring 2020



Commerce City Historic Landmark Criteria

Owner Consent: Required

Minimum Age Requirement: 
50 Years

Architecture

Social History

Events/Themes of Development



Landmarks – Access to Incentives

State and Federal Tax Credit Programs

Grant Programs

Potential Program-Specific Incentives



Landmarks – Access to Incentives

Stanley Aviation (Stanley Marketplace)
Aurora Local Landmark #27

• Leveraged State Tax Credit
• Created a Marketplace for over 50 

Businesses



Do These Still Look Historic?
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Historic Preservation & Property Rights

• Supreme Court –
Historic Preservation 
acceptable use of local 
authority

• Commerce City 
Design Review – Keep 
it Flexible

• Voluntary, 
incentive-driven

• Include a provision for 
a Stay of Demolition



Certified Local Government (CLG) Consideration 

• Adopt a Historic Preservation Ordinance

• Maintain a Qualified Historic Preservation Board
• Expertise on Board, in Staff, or Consultant

• Establish a Historic Survey Program

• Provide for Public Participation

• Annual Reporting



Follow Our Progress!

• Updates

• Surveys

• Next Steps

https://www.c3gov.com/liv
ing-in/neighborhood-
projects/historic-
preservation

https://www.c3gov.com/living-in/neighborhood-projects/historic-preservation


Recommendations

1) We should keep our Design Review 
process flexible.
• Voluntary compliance

2) We should include a provision, such as a 
stay of demolition, to allow time to 
explore preservation options before 
landmark or potential landmark properties 
are demolished or significantly altered.

3) We should pursue CLG status, either 
right away or at some point in the future.
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