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What is Plague?
• Bacterial disease caused by, Yersinia pestis
• Occurs throughout the western U.S. 
• People can get the plague from:

• bites of infected fleas
• touching or skinning infected animals
• inhaling respiratory droplets from a person or animal (especially cats) 

infected with pneumonic plague

• Treatable with antibiotics



TCHD Notification

• Notified on July 31st

• Rocky Mountain Arsenal National Wildlife Refuge 
reported a prairie dog positive for Yersinia pestis

• Commerce City employees observed a lack of 
prairie dogs activity (Prairie Gateway Open Space 
and at Dicks Sporting Goods Park)



Map of Area

Observation map provided 
by Commerce City on 7/31



Site Assessment
• August 1st

• Dicks Sporting Goods Park
• Little to no prairie dog activity
• Fleas were collected from the parking lots and 

submitted for testing

• Commerce City Properties
• Little to no prairie dog activity
• Fleas were collected and submitted for testing
• Fireworks site had fresh prairie dog carcasses



Surrounding Properties
• Monitoring prairie dog colonies adjacent 

to the affected area.
• Unlikely this will spread to neighboring 

properties.
• Residents need to keep pets restrained 

from roaming free.



TCHD Response

• August 1st – 2nd

• Limit public access into affected areas
• Recommendations: 

• Closure of trails
• Restrict cars to asphalt parking only
• Closure of the field site for fireworks

• Plague Warning Signs Posted
• Insecticide applied to DSGP area and 

Commerce City properties
• Tri-County press release distributed 

with coordination from partners 
(DSGP, RMANWR, Commerce City)



Locations of Signs Posted



TCHD Response Cont.
• August 6th, 8th and 9th

• Completed insecticide 
application at DSGP and 
Commerce City 
properties

• Reassessed area and 
checked for fleas in the 
dirt parking lots of DSGP 
and the fireworks site



TCHD Response Cont. 
• August 8th and 9th

• DSGP dirt lots and the fireworks 
site were all reassessed, fleas 
were collected and submitted 
for testing

• All burrows with fleas were re-
treated with insecticide

• Second Tri-County press release 
distributed with updated 
information from partners 
(DSGP, RMANWR, Commerce 
City, Denver)

• August 14th

• Reassessed area fleas collected 
and submitted for testing

• All burrows with fleas were 
retreated with insecticide



Summary of Actions 
Completed

• Warning signs were posted 
• All burrows on dirt lots at DSGP property 

were treated with insecticide
• The Prairie Gateway Open Space at the 

firework site, along sides of trails, and on 
the east side of Quebec Street were 
treated with insecticide

• Collected flea samples and preparing them 
for lab testing



Continuing Actions

• Continue to check 
burrows for fleas

• Fleas collected will be 
tested for plague

• Burrows with fleas will 
be re-treated and 
checked weekly

• Affected areas will be 
closed with signage 
until areas are cleared



Continuing Actions
• TCHD will continue to 

monitor areas around 
the refuge for additional 
die-off activity

• Updates will be shared 
with public on a weekly 
basis regarding status of 
the area

• No evidence of human 
illness at this point



Questions?
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