
Ordinance 2188: Minor Amendments to Introduce Courtyard Wall 
Standards 

Sec. 21-7736 is added to provide standards for courtyard walls, as follows. 

Sec. 21-7736. Courtyard Walls.  

(1) Description. Solid or semi-transparent walls architecturally integrated with the 
primary structure which are used to create an enclosed or partially enclosed 
outdoor living space that is open to the sky. 

(2) Materials. Courtyard walls shall utilize similar or complementary materials as the 
connecting principal structure. Where the principal structure includes masonry, the 
wall shall incorporate matching masonry materials into the design of the wall. Other 
acceptable materials include wood, brick, stone, masonry, stucco, decorative 
metal panels, tile, glass block, composite or fiberglass materials that mimic the 
appearance of natural wood or stone, or other materials as approved by the city. 
Any gate or door may be of a complementary material to the rest of the wall, and 
shall be of an open/semi-transparent design. 
 

(3) Finished Sides. The courtyard wall shall present a finished appearance on the 
interior and exterior sides of the wall as well as on the top. This may include a cap 
of the same or a complementary material as the rest of the wall. Walls designed to 
be filled as planters are also acceptable.  
 

(4) Setbacks. All courtyard walls shall comply with the principal structure setbacks for 
the underlying zone district. The space in front and side yards along a public right-
of-way between the courtyard wall and the street shall be landscaped in 
accordance with Sec. 21-7510. 
 

(5) Height.  
(a) Front and side yards along a public right-of-way or open space. The 

maximum allowed height is 4 feet. Walls with an undulating design may be 
up to 5 feet at the highest point with an overall average height of 4 feet. 
Columns may exceed the wall height by up to 1 foot, inclusive of any caps 
or decorative features. An archway or entry feature may be up to 8 feet at 
the highest point and shall not exceed 5 feet in horizontal width. A maximum 
of one (1) archway or entryway feature is allowed in the front yard. 

(b) Side and rear yards. The maximum allowed height is 8 feet for all 
components of the wall, including columns, archways, and any decorative 
features.  


