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Background 
The Art Selection Committee for Eagle Pointe Recreation Center met four times from September 
26, 2017 to march 3, 2018. At their first two meetings the group identified site opportunities and 
set art and artist selection criteria (Sept 26, 2017 and November 7, 2017). Third meeting on 
January 23, 2018 committee reviewed and juried applications (47 for interior location; 27 for 
exterior location); six semifinalists selected (three per location). The final meeting on March 3, 
2018, six artists presented proposals; two finalists were selected.  
 
Attached are the site plans, art selection committee meeting minutes and the semi-finalist artists' 
proposals. 
 
 
Cultural Council reviewed and approved committee’s recommendations on march 13, 2018.  
 
Art Selection Committee Members 
The Committee is responsible for setting the art selection criteria for the Eagle Pointe Recreation 
Center and making a recommendation to the Commerce City Cultural Council (CCCC) on artwork 
to commission or purchase.  

Below is a list of the Art Selection Committee members: 
Debra Bullock Cultural Council Representative 
Susan Carabajal Resident  
Bryson Guyer Resident 
Chris Story Business owner 
Carole Harvell Resident 
Debbie Varela Resident 
Sarah Lawry Recreation Center Representative 

Several subject matter experts will support the committee to ensure alignment with City 
regulations and the Public Art Master Plan. These individuals include: Courtney Smith, Capital 
Program team; Kendall Peterson, Public Art Consultant; Daniela Villarreal, Community Liaison; 
and Michelle Halstead, Director of External Affairs. 
 
Project Budget 
The one-percent-for-art funding from construction of the recreation center is $62,830. The 
CCCC applied for a Scientific and Cultural Facilities District (SCFD) grant to supplement the 
project budget. The amount awarded was $50,264 bringing the total amount available for the 
project to $113,094. The grant award directs the city to use funding for an interior hanging 
sculpture, functional exterior art (i.e. bike racks), and art at the facility’s entry. 

The City’s portion of the funding will include a set aside of 10%, or $6,283, for maintenance and 
administration. The remaining funding after the 10% set aside will go toward the following 
expenses: future maintenance and administration, artist proposal fees, artist travel reimbursement 
and the artist contracts.  

The artist contracts shall be inclusive of all costs associated with the public art projects 
including, but not limited to: artist design fee, structural engineering, insurance, materials, 
fabrication, transportation, installation, site modifications, travel to and from the site, per diem 
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expenses, project documentation, contingency to cover unexpected expenses, plaque and any 
other costs related to the project. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Art Selection Method and Eligibility 
The Art Selection Committee employed the open call for artists, or Request for Qualifications, 
method to select site-specific public artworks. The Art Selection Committee has determined that 
this call is open only to artists who currently live/work in the state of Colorado. There were 47 
applicants for the interior location and 27 applicants for the exterior location. Three artists for the 
interior location and three artists for the exterior location were invited to create site-specific art 
proposals for the site.  
 
History of The Eagle Pointe Recreation Center 
The original artwork will be sited in the newly refurbished Eagle Pointe Recreation Center. The 
existing Recreation Center (once the only recreation center in Commerce City) is already a 
popular recreation center that is being updated and renamed to call attention to the newly 
renovated facilities inside. 

The public artwork created for this commission shall celebrate the renaming of this 30-year old 
facility as the Eagle Pointe Recreation Center. When deciding on names for this recreation center 
remodel and a new recreation center, the community (in an open competition) decided on Eagle 
Pointe for the renovated facility and Bison Ridge for the new recreation centers. Citizens were 
asked to submit names around a theme, geographical area, or in honor of an individual/ 
organization. The City received nearly 500 entries for the contest. Both names suggested 
powerful and revered animals that can be observed locally at the Rocky Mountain Arsenal 
National Wildlife Refuge here in Commerce City. 
 
Public Artwork Themes 
The Art Committee determined that the new original artwork for this site should celebrate the 
new Eagle Point theme, but it need not be a literal interpretation or representation of an eagle. 
Artists are encouraged to research the area and suggest proposals that will not only complement 
the new facility’s architecture but inspire and bring attention to this unique community resource 
and site within Commerce City. 

Public Art Funding Amount 
1% of construction $62,830 
Scientific and Cultural Facilities District grant $50,264 

Total Project Funding $113,094 
  

Project Expenses from Total Project Funding Amount 
Future maintenance and administration (10% of the public 
art budget- City portion) 

$6,283 

Artist proposal fees and travel reimbursement $6,000 
Artist contract interior site $72,000 
Artist contract exterior site $25,000 

Total Project Expenses $109,283 
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Public Art Placement Desired Location(s) 

Exterior original art piece may either 
be a wall relief on the brick wall of the 
east side of the recreation center, 
sculpture in the median of the entry 
parking lot, or may be integrated in the 
recreational center name above the main 
entry. The artwork chosen by the artist 
should celebrate the new name of the 
recreation center: Eagle Pointe. 
 
 
*This will be a part of the call to artists 

 

Interior original suspended/2D 
artwork installation within the 
renovated lobby area that interacts with 
adjacent wall and the curvilinear wall 
that is open to the running track. Artists 
are open to interpret the theme within 
the new space.  
 
 
*This will be a part of the call to artists 

 

 
 
 
Project Schedule 
September 26, 2017 Committee Meeting 1.A Planning 
November 7, 2017 Committee Meeting 1.B Planning 
December 1 , 2017 Call for Entry Open  
January 1, 2018 Deadline for Applications 
January 2-10 2018 Committee Review Applications Online 
Week of January 15, 2018 Committee Meeting 2 Review Applications 
After meeting 2 Notify semi-finalists 
February 26, 2018 Committee Meeting 3: Review Proposals 
March 13, 2018 Present recommendations to CCCC for approval 
April 2, 2018 Present recommendations to City Council for approval 
After council approval Execute artist contracts 
December 2018 Installation 
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ART SELECTION COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 
PROJECT: Eagle Pointe Recreation Center 

November 7, 2017 5-6:30 p.m. 
 

 
Committee Members Present: 
Debra Bullock, Cultural Council representative 
Susan Carabajal, resident 
Christ Story, business owner 
Carole Harvell, resident  
Debbie Varela, resident 
Sarah Lowry, recreation center representative 

 
Committee Members Not Present: 
Bryson Guyer, resident  

 
Staff present: 
Kendall Peterson, art consultant 
Daniela Villarreal, community liaison 
Michelle Halstead, director of external affairs 
Courtney Smith, capital project manager 

 
 

I. Committee Member Introductions 
II. Overview of Art Project Criteria  

Committee members discussed and reviewed criteria that was set during the initial 
meeting on September 26, 2017 to ensure comments and concerns were addressed.  

III. Establish Public Art Project Criteria 
The Committee members reviewed initial project criteria and determined and finalized 
the scope of the project. The new original artwork for this site should celebrate the new 
Eagle Point theme, but it need not be a literal interpretation or representation of an 
eagle. Artists are encouraged to research the area and suggest proposals that will not 
only complement the new facility’s architecture but inspire and bring attention to this 
unique community resource and site within Commerce City 

1. Exterior original art piece may either be a wall relief on the brick wall of the 
east side of the recreation center, sculpture in the median of the entry parking 
lot, or may be integrated in the recreational center name above the main 
entry. The artwork chosen by the artist should celebrate the new name of the 
recreation center: Eagle Pointe. 

2. Interior original suspended/2D artwork installation within the renovated 
lobby area that interacts with adjacent wall and the curvilinear wall that is 
open to the running track. Artists are open to interpret the theme within the 
new space. 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

B. Determine Artist Selection Criteria 
The Art Selection Committee has determined that this call is open only to artists who 
currently live/work in the state of Colorado. 
 

 
IV. Timeline 

September 26, 2017 Committee Meeting 1.A Planning 
November 7, 2017 Committee Meeting 1.B Planning 
December 1, 2017 Call for Entry Open 
January 1, 2018 Deadline for Applications 
January 2-10 2018 Committee Review Applications Online 
Week of January 15, 2018 Committee Meeting 2 Review Applications 
After meeting 2 Notify semi-finalists 
February 26, 2018 Committee Meeting 3: Review Proposals 
March 13, 2018 Present recommendations to CCCC for approval 
April 2, 2018 Present recommendations to City Council for approval 
After council approval Execute artist contracts 
December 2018 Installation 

 
V. Next Steps 

A. Develop and Publish Call for Entries 
 

B. Committee Review Submissions: The Committee will review artist submissions 
online on their own then will gather for a meeting to review the top submissions.  

 
C. Committee Review Proposals by Semi-finalists: The Committee will select semi-

finalists to design proposals for the project. Each artist will receive a design fee of 
$1,000. The proposals will be presented to the Committee in person at a meeting in 
March on a date to be determined. 

 
D. Recommend Artist/Project to Cultural Council: If the Committee selects a finalist 

from the proposals, their recommendation for the project will be presented to the 
Cultural Council in March. If approved, it will be presented to City Council in 
April. 
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  ART SELECTION COMMITTEE MEETING Minutes 
 PROJECT: Eagle Pointe Recreation Center 
      January 23, 2018 5:30-7:30 p.m. 

 
Committee Members Present: 
Debra Bullock, Cultural Council representative 
Susan Carabajal, resident 
Christ Story, business owner 
Carole Harvell, resident  
Debbie Varela, resident 
Sarah Lowry, recreation center representative 

 
Committee Members Not Present: 
Bryson Guyer, resident  

 
Staff present: 
Kendall Peterson, art consultant 
Daniela Villarreal, community liaison 
Michelle Halstead, director of external affairs 

 
 
The agenda for this second meeting of the Recreation Center public art selection process focused on 
review of the materials and images submitted in response to the Request for Qualifications (RFQ) 
by artists by the January 8, 2018 application deadline. 

 
Forty-seven artists for the exterior location applied and twenty-seven for the interior location. The 
images each artist submitted were of existing artwork indicating the type of artwork that he or she 
would propose to create for the recreation center sites. 

 
The Committee had prescreened and ranked the application prior to this meeting. Analysis of the 
results of this prescreening identified 33 artists that a majority of committee members ranked highly 
for the interior location and 22 artists that a majority of the committee members ranked highly for 
the exterior location.  This was the list that the Committee would be reviewing in depth. 

 
 
 



 
 

 
 
The selection process and voting began with a quick display of the applications under consideration. 
Then the Committee discussed each application in relation to the established criteria. This was 
followed by further review of the images submitted by each artist and an in or out vote was taken. 
Comments revealed that many of these applicants had artwork that appealed to the Committee, but 
not for these particular sites. The six semi-finalist artists chosen by the Committee members’ 
rankings: 

 
1. Interior Location: Annette Coleman, Reven Swanson, and Keeley Musgrave  
2. Exterior Location: Jodie Bliss, Lisa Russell, and Tina Murano  

 
The next steps in the process include: 

• Kendall will contact finalists to advise them of their status and schedule a site visit. 
• Artists who were not selected will also be notified promptly. 
• The semi-finalists will receive a design fee of $1,000 for the time and materials necessary to 

prepare their proposals for the Committee. 
• The proposal review meeting will be scheduled to accommodate artists schedules. The 

artists will present their proposals individually and be interviewed by the Committee. The 
Committee will recommend one finalist per site to the Cultural Council for the commission. 

• The Commerce City Cultural Council will review this recommendation at it’s a future 
meeting, and if approved, will forward its recommendation to City Council. 

• Following all the approvals, a contract will be issued and the work will begin. 
 

The meeting was adjourned. 
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ART SELECTION COMMITTEE Meeting Minutes 
PROJECT: Eagle Pointe Recreation Center 

March 3, 2018 9 a.m. – 3p.m. 
 
 
Committee Members Present: 
Debra Bullock, Cultural Council representative 
Susan Carabajal, resident 
Christ Story, business owner 
Carole Harvell, resident  

 
Committee Members Not Present: 
Debbie Varela, resident 
Sarah Lowry, recreation center representative 
Bryson Guyer, resident  

 
Staff present: 
Kendall Peterson, art consultant 
Daniela Villarreal, community liaison 
Courtney Smith, capital project manager 
Alyssa Tharett, architect associate  

 
 
The agenda for this meeting of the Eagle Pointe Recreation Center public art selection process 
focused on review of the six semi-finalists proposals. The agenda was as follows: 

 
Meeting Start Time (Committee Only) 9:00 AM 

 INTERIOR ART 
  Annette Coleman 

 
9:15-9:45 am 

Reven Swanson 10:00-10:30 am 
Keeley Musgrave and Michael Sheilds 10:45-11:15 am 
BREAK/Discussion 11:45-12:00 pm 
EXTERIOR ART 

  Jodie Bliss 
 
12:15-12:45 pm 

Lisa Russell 
 
1:00-1:30 pm 

Tina Murano 1:45- 2:15 pm 
DELIBRERATION/DISCUSSION 2:15-3:00 pm 
Meeting End Time 3:00 PM 

 
 



 
 
 
 
Interior artwork selection summary  
Annette Coleman selected feathers as the theme for her proposal. Suspended over the reception desk 

and “scattered” on floor; composed of tile mosaic, glass and ceramic components. 
Reven Swanson proposed a suspended work of art which was focused on fused glass bird forms; 

composed of glass metal and wire, to extend length of central space. 
Michael Shields proposed a project with many suspended colored glass circles or “wheel” 

components suspended from the reception area.  
 
Results: The Selection Committee unanimously ranked the proposals:  
1st Reven Swanson, 2nd Annette Coleman, 3rd Michael Shields.  
Comments:  

• make sure that there is an eagle silhouette that will be among the bird forms 
• Fulfill the scope and size of the project she has proposed 

 
Exterior Artwork Selection Summary  
Jodie Bliss is an ironworker who proposed a 10-foot high sculpture, titled “Pathway to Vitality.” The 
sculpture depicts a female figure of two ¼” pieces of steel, arms lifted, holding a large eagle. 
  
Lisa Russell proposed a stainless steel wall sculpture depicting three eagles in flight to be placed on the 
exterior wall near the pool. The sculpture would be made of several different laser-cut pieces of 10-guage 
steel and backlit for maximum nighttime effect. 
  
Tina Murano proposed two large exterior circular tile glass mosaics for the exterior wall by the pool. One 
was a traditional seal, depicting the name of the Eagle Pointe Rec Center, EST. date and an eagle in flight. 
The other mosaic had text stating “What if I should fall, Oh my Darling, What if I should Soar?”  
 
Results: 
The Committee unanimously ranked the artists: 
1st Lisa Russell, 2nd Jodie Bliss, 3rd Tina Murano.  
 
The next steps in the process include: 

• Artists chosen will be notified  
• Recommendations will go to Cultural Council during their next regular board meeting 
• Upon approval of Cultural Council, recommendation to approve selected art proposals will go 

in front of City Council for final approval.  
 
 

 



Cultural Council Board Meeting 
Minutes

March 13, 2018



COMMERCE CITY CULTURAL COUNCIL 
MARCH 13, 2018 MINUTES 

 
Call to Order/Roll Call at 6:02 p.m. 
Present: Debra Bullock, Kristi Douglas, Crystal Elliott, José Guardiola, Kristin Henning, Heather LaCrue, 
Lucy Molina, Melanie Stewart, and Cathy Teter 
Absent: Ed Hanson, Jacob Wilson, Bryan Draxten, David Soucie 
Staff: Michelle Halstead, Kendall Peterson 
 
Welcome & Public Introductions 
Susan Carbajal, public art committee member; George Maxey, Tillie Villarreal, & Jennie Loveridge, senior 
commission members; Serina Devivo, local artist; Brian McBroom, city manager; Angela and Abraham 
Ramirez; residents/local artists 
 
Regular Business Items 
• February 13, 2018, Meeting Minutes.  

o Motion made by Teter, seconded by Douglas. Approved unanimously. 
• Financials.  

o Staff provided update. Motion made by Douglas, seconded by Bullock. Approved 
unanimously.  

• New members were welcomed.  
o Guardiola reported council is seeking to fill one regular member and one alternate member. 

Applications due March 30, interviews April 7. Staff will send fliers to members for 
distribution. Staff also will follow-up with a resident who expressed concerns about mailing 
an application and not receiving a response. 

• Outside hours document.  
o Members completed submittal; noted volunteer hours are documented to support future 

grant efforts. 
 
Committee Reports & Discussion 
• Music in the Park. 

o Signature event for cultural council occurs every Thursday in July.  
o Bands have been confirmed. Taco River no longer has food truck; other suggestions 

welcome. Food trucks confirmed include: North of Border Grill, Farm to Truck and Em’s Ice 
Cream (7/12 & 7/24). No food trucks for Pioneer Park confirmed as of yet. 

o Chipotle/Subway nights. Staff will confirm Chipotle fundraiser 60 days out; Subway 
suggested connecting with store manager personally.  

o Sponsorships/Partnerships signups. Members reported this is slow process; members 
agreed to finalize by April 30 so sponsors can be recognized on fliers and promotional 
materials. Staff will send updated sponsor list and flier to all members for reference. 

• Grants 
o Staff is finalizing Scientific Cultural & Facilities District grant requests for the following; 

Music in the Park, Fronterra Public Art, and Local Exhibition Program. Applications are due 
March 24. 

o Cultural Council was successful in their Quality Community Foundation grant application for 
Music in the Park and Art Shows. Recipients will be recognized at March 19 city council 
meeting. 



• Public Art 
o Exhibition Program. Staff reviewed proposed exhibition policy and guidelines, as well as 

initial call for artists at Bison Ridge.   
 Within the policy, members requested adding cultural arts to exhibition theme, 

highlighting the 10% to defray CC program costs up front, stating exhibits would 
rotate for four-month time period, and confirming policy guideline aligns with loan 
program identified in the public art master plan. Language for potential jury process 
also shall be drafted for consideration. Staff will make edits and cultural council will 
formally adopt at April meeting. 

 The initial call for artists will be updated refine the call to Bison Ridge, highlight the 
exhibit duration, add language about why the initial focus is on art teachers, update 
the reception “sip&show” dates to be may 30/31, and create an application form for 
submittal that includes framing ability. Staff will update and send out for final 
review and posting/distribution by end of week.  

o Eagle Pointe Public Art Committee Selection. 
 Staff presented the outcomes of the public art committee selection process, 

including information on artists not selected. Members asked questions about the 
proposals, costs, and timeframes. Bullock motioned to accept commission 
recommendations of the committee, seconded by Henning. Approved unanimously. 
Recommendation will be presented to City Council for action April 2, 2018. 

 Cultural Council members discussed desire to see another piece of art installed at 
Eagle Pointe by semifinalist Jodie Bliss, including potential fundraising at art 
receptions, sales, council request, or grant/corporate sponsors. After discussion, 
members unanimously approved a motion directing staff to identify ways to add 
sculpture into the city’s collection.  Staff will bring back proposed strategy options at 
the May meeting. 

o Proposed Public Art at Pioneer Park Skatepark. 
 Staff introduced artist Serina Devivo, who was invited by city council members 

following her presentation last Monday to present her ideas to cultural council for 
approval. Following Ms. Devivo’s presentation, staff noted the public art master 
plan requires approval of cultural council for this type of project. Members 
expressed encouragement for this type of grassroots public art project and 
requested additional details (draft sketches, artist statement/link to city, photo 
proofs, local artist engagement) prior to formal project approval. Members 
unanimously approved a motion directing staff continue working with Ms. Devivo to 
obtain information required and finalize activities for consideration at the next 
meeting. 

 
New Business – Miscellaneous Items & Open Discussion 
• Spring Art Shows.  

o At retreat, discussed increasing awareness in exchange for funding. Members requested 
funding be accompanied by request to district for logo inclusion on flier, logo banner 
display, speaking role for president.  

• Memorial Day Parade Participation 
o Participating in annual May 28 parade helps raise awareness of organization and Music in 

the Park (distribution of fans). Members will confirm participation at the April 17 meeting. 
• Cultural Event Brainstorming 



o Staff shared work plan with group. Members identified various event ideas for consideration 
(see below). Staff will matrix these with previous work – goal to narrow down to three 
concepts that could be flushed out further and tested.  

• Cultural Arts Master Plan. 
o Staff noted Ed’s work on behalf of the Cultural Council as a participant in the Adams 

County Cultural Plan, as well as the cultural arts inventory he completed within the city. 
Staff will send new members these reference documents; may be a work item for 
consideration in 2019.  

 
Member Comments/Announcements 

• Nueva Escuela de Musica holding concerts at the Aurora Fox – encourage members to attend 
and participate. 

• Aurora Fox Arts Center is hosting a Gala event April 21. Ms. Douglas would like to consider 
having cultural council members attend – in the past, the organization has covered half the cost 
of a ticket for member attendance. Provided members invitations for consideration. 

• Commerce City Historical Society is holding a deck of card fundraiser for museum – would like 
Cultural Council to consider purchasing a card – will provide more information for board 
consideration at April meeting. 

 
Brainstorming Ideas 

• Art in the Park 
• CCAF 
• Theater production 
• Concert, Concert at DSGP 
• Festivals: 

o Music 
o Dancing 
o International Food Festival 
o Beer 
o Industrial Arts Festival – private/public 

• Public Art tour 
• Food/Drink tour 
• Community garden 
• Outdoor art for community garden 
• Beer Gardens 
• Cooking contest/Chili festival 
• Arts & Crafts – show/fair 
• Interactive/Bazaars 

o Horses/animals 
• Farmers’ Markets 
• Derby Daze 
• Utility box painting 
• ‘Pianos’ around town 
• Jersey barriers 
• Children centered events 

o Mural fest 
o Movie at the park 



o Talent Show  
o Graffiti art/tasteful selections 
o Pumpkin carving – like Lulu’s Farm? 
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