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OVER THE YEARS

1948
* 1969

1975

*« 1987

« 2018

The Derby Plain Jane’s
Qualified by Long Experience
1969-85 = 16 yrs

QLE meets at Derby Elementary/
Lester Arnold School

1975-85 = 10 yrs
Eagle Pointe Active Adult Center

1987-2018 = 33 yrs
(remodel in 2012)

Bison Ridge Recreation Center
Grand Opening - May 25, 2018






OUR BEGINNING

Charles LaFavre, lefr, head

Qualified by Long Experience Senior Cit-

OLDEST COUPLE INSPECTS HAND-CRAFTED ARTIC!.ES

of the QLE—
bers to Mr.

- Denvar Post Pholo by Johm Prieto
MADE BY GROUP

izens group shows articles made by mem-
and Mrs.

Grindley. both 89.

Retired Mail Carrier Sparks
Area Senior Citizen Group

By SYLVIA BRADY
Denver Post Zone Writer
SOMMERCE CITY T.ast No-
mber Charles EaFavre
gan  the Qualified by Long
perience (QLIE) senior cifi-
1 group in  Commerce  Citye
der the directorship of Adco
iprovement Company Associ-
on, the Adarns County associ-
on in charge of the counisy’s
fice of IEconomic Opportunity
EO) projecis: 3
-aFavre, an active 71,
ired postal carrier .,

is a
from
wton, Iowa. He moved to the
stropolitan area in 1955 and
ight a Home in this ecity in
3. He, his wife and grand-
ighter live at 6315 E. &ath
wce.

‘he QLE senior citizens meel
e a weck on Tuesdays at the

ms Ciub, 63200 . 71st Ave.. (o bership is 55

In  addition to visiting,  she
provides transportation for se-

book work for the local group.
Ifer Hispano background aids in
the insisht and understanding
necessary to mmake all people
feel at ease. he added.

Dics. Boyd Johnson, 7181 INew—
‘port St.. teaches craffs to the
Scaior aifizens.  Wach Tuesday
afternoon members can be
found busy at a sewing yna—
<hine. flower arranging or hand
sewing under the guidance. of
this velunieer.

Two craft sales have proved
profifable and another is in the
planping and creating stage.
Proceeds arve being saved for
the tfime when QLE  becomes
selfsutficient.

STinimum ase for QLE mern-
The- oldest local

it, play games and cards and | mmembers arve DMary and Joseph

sreate crafts.

fue this is not their main con- | Thex

e

CGrindley, 6350 . 74th Place.

wore born in Illineis in

according o - LaFavie.| 1881 and have five chifdren, i1

igrandchildren. Thew
nior citizens and does all the brate their 69ih wedding anni-

grandchildren and 15 great

will cele-

versary this Sepilember.

Once 2 month the moembers
celebrate  birthdavs with the
tradifional = sorng, cuke and
cards. They join with Baker
and Brighton QILE senior citi-
zens twice a menth for special

aclivities.  “These include pic-
nics, tours., dances and. field
frips. 5

Lalavre hopes some day the
center will' be open 9 am. fo 5
p-m. each week day instead of

JTuesdays only. “in order io de

this we need more volunieer se-
nior citizens,”’ he said. ‘“rhe
only fime we use ‘kids’ —Kkids,
he oexXplained.  means anyone
under 55 —'is for transportation
of imembers to and from the
center.”?

Interested pevsons. may call -

the center, 288-6511;:
2B7-0456,

I abtavre,
or Mrs. ‘Forres,

288-2220.

unuer e Wrectorsmp:or 7Aaco
[mprovement Company Associ-
ation, the Adams County associ-
ation in charge of the county’s
Difice of Economic Opportunity
(OEO) projects. :

LaFavre, an active 71, is a
etired  postal carrier from
Newton, Towa. He moved fo the
netropolitan area in 1955 and
»ought a home in this city in
\963. He, his wife and grand-
laughter live at 6315 E. 64th
’lace. : :

The QLE senior citizens meet
mee a week on Tuesdays at the
dons Club, 6320 E. 7ist Ave., to
risit, play games and cards and
0 create crafts. :

Bup this is not their main con-
lern, according to LaFavre,
thairman. UriEes

“We are people helping peo-
fle. Our services include trans-
iorfation for doctors’ visits,
[rocery, shopping and acquiring|
ood stamps. We keep in 'touch
vith each other by phone calls,
iome visits and when need be,
ospital visits,” he said.

People helping people has
een QLE’s main function. Ifs
uccess is: evident by ifs
rowth. Eight months ago this

roup had"9 members, Today|

1€y number: 85.

QLE visitor is Mrs. Francis
orres, 6030 Krameria St. Mrs.
‘orres is employed by Adco
nprovement: Company Associ-
tion for 20 hours and 200 miles
week. Her services extend far
eyond this, according fo La-

avre.

1eel at ease; he added.

Mrs. Boyd Johnson, 7181 New-
port St., teaches crafts to the
senior citizens. Each Tuesday
affernoon members can be
found busy at a sewing ma-
chine, flower arranging or hand
'sewing under the guidance. of
this volunteer.

Two craft sales have proved
profitable and another is in the
planning and creating  stage.
Proceeds are being saved for
the fime when QLE becomes
selt-sufficient,
“Minimum age for QLE mem-
bership is 55. The oldest local
members are Mary and Joseph
Grindley, 6350 E. 74th Place,
They were born in Illinois in
1881 and have five children, 11

cards. They join with Baker
and Brighton QLE senior citi-
zens twice a month for special
activities. These include pie-

nics, tours, dances and field
trips. PRl
LaFavre hopes some day the

center will be open 9 a.m. to 5
p.m. each week day instead of
Tuesdays only. “In order to do
this we need more volunteer se-
nior citizens,” he said. ‘“The
only time we use ‘kids’ ”—kids,
he explained, means anyone
under 55—is for transportation
of members to and from the
centerdf B Line e 8
Interested persons may call

the center, 288-6511; LaFavre,
287-0456, or Torres,

1288-2220

Park Hill Enrollment

With 485 students, the sum-
mer school being conducted at
Pgrk;'_Hjll Elementary School,
5050 E. 19th Ave., is one of the
largest in Denver; according to
Mrs. Emma Coprich, principal.

There are 16 reading im-
provement teachers, four math
improvement teachers and one
librarian who is in charge of
book club. The staff also
includes a psychologist, a secre-
tary, a feacher aide and fiv
bus aides. o

Five buses bring students
from Monthello, Smith, Halleft,

Up to 485

996%
Phillips and Ashley Elementary
Schools.  Studenfs also come
from Cure d’Ars, Blessed Sac-
rament and St. Mary’s parochi-
al schools. e T

Students attend on referral of
their teachers. They are stu-
dents deficient in basic math
concepts and students two read-
ing levels or more below their
regular grade level, Mrs. Co-
prich explains. :

The school also has a book
.club, directed toward children

- {who have no reading difficulties

and have developed a love of
reading. B ESE S G



FEBRUARY 1987

1 SUBURBAN AREA

The senior citizens of
Commerce City will be
celebrating the grand opening
- .,,o,t.lb,e,,,qﬂy r%reational facility
- February 23rd

. until 6:00 p.m.
e and reception
senior citizens
liests who are
rters for senior

- ) )
=4 et tO seniors will

_Wwunge areas with
S multipurpose
ST ot room with
& - ing equipment,
kitchen facility,
“-25 yard indoor
I with special
for general
aritic therapy, an
| running track.
R Atures  include:
fitness room, concession area,
weight room, gymnasium and
racquetball courts.
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. COMMERCE CITY MULTI-PURPOSE
SENIOR CENTER TO OPEN

In 1985 City Council ap:
proved a 4.7 million dolla
budgetig bl %, e A
sand ¢
City p
Drive.
June |
was
Rinker
and c
Constr

evening and weekend excep-

tions.



EAGLE POINTE ACTIVE ADULT CENTER
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A *BLAST* FROM THE PAST




A *BLAST* FROM THE PAST

Melodrama debut

The Grande C.C. Players presents "The Old Cookie Shop; or "Nellie Was a Baker Cause She Kneaded
the Dough.” This melodrama is being performed by Seniors from the Commerce City Senior Center.

The performance will be May 18 at Adams City High School at 6:30 pm. It is the opening act of the
High School's "An Evening of One Acts.”

Cast members include Joe Peixoto as Whiplash; Virginia Henderson as Nellie; Jackie McGill as Rosie
O'Grady; Les Knisley as H. Harry Goodwell; Hazel Armstrong as Mrs. Darby’ Arlene Jacobs as Mrs.
White; Bob Barrett as Dr. Gilbert; Dean Sallee as the Demon of the Bellows: Ester Tweden as Dumb
Dora; Carlene Knisley as Second Hand Rose; Jeane Azeltine and Irene Dreiling as the Dancing Sign
Girls and last but never least is Ben Lovato as the Master of Ceremonies.

Mildred Stites has been the prompter, Mary Holley and Jim McNew were prop managers, Bobbie Crall
did the video and Barbara Peterson made all the signs.

Tickets are $3 for adults and $1.50 for children. They are available from cast members at the Senior
Center and at the door.




RECENT ADVENTURES
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RECENT ADVENTURES
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GOOD FRIENDS SCHOLARSHIP
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NAME CHANGE: ACTIVE ADULTS




PROGRAMMING

= Information gathering: focus groups, surveys, evaluations,
word of mouth, and local options

= Viability: budget, supply/demand, location, date/time

= Planning: program sheet (staff, equipment, supplies, space),
staff recruitment/hiring, contracts, data entry, room setup

= Marketing: city/local publications (brochure, newsletters,

etc.), flyers, posters, park banners, website, email, mailings,
social media, word of mouth

= Coordination: communication with volunteer/staff and
participants, purchases, program setup, observation

= Evaluation: important to have surveys available following
program/event to gather feedback for improvement



2018 FOCUS GROUP EVENT




OPPORTUNITIES TO GROW
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THERAPY POOL CONCEPT




STAY INVOLVED

* Annual Focus Groups

* Volunteering

e Senior Advisory Committee
e Surveys

e Communication with Staff
* Silver Sneakers

 Active Adult Activities, Education, Events, and
Trips



QUESTIONS
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THANK YOU'” Commerce
CITY

Parks and Rec
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