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The question before the Derby Review Board is: Should catalyst funds be able to be 
applied to non-commercial properties, including public and residential uses?  As the 
Planning Staff analyzed this issue, the following benefits and concerns were identified: 
 

Benefits Concerns 
Availability of funding for exterior projects for 
all properties in Derby, including residential 
and public uses, may make the district as a 
whole more attractive and safer. 
 Providing funds for residential properties may 

decrease the amount available for commercial 
properties, as the catalyst fund was historically 
intended. 

Allowing funds for non-commercial properties 
may act as catalyst for additional properties to 
improve exterior appearances and bring more 
people into the district to patron local 
businesses. 
 
Catalyst funds may provide an incentive for 
more people to live in Derby, activating the 
district and making it safer and more attractive 
for new businesses. 
 

Funding for residential properties may further 
entrench existing legal non-conforming single-
family detached homes. 

 
Moving forward, staff is seeking direction from the Derby Review Board on this issue.  
Staff has identified the following options for the Board in making a decision: 
 The Board can choose to keep the implementation of the commercial catalyst fund 

program as it is currently. 
 The Board can choose to alter the implementation of the catalyst fund program to 

allow funding for public and/or residential exterior improvements with the same 
requirements as for commercial properties. 

 The Board can choose to alter the implementation of the catalyst fund program by 
limiting the types of eligible improvements and the maximum amount of funding 
for public and/or residential properties. 
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