
 

Sec. 21-5268. Telecommunication Facilities 
(1) Review and Approval Required. All telecommunications facilities shall 

be reviewed and approved by the city prior to installation. 

(a) Section 6409(a) Facilities.   All 6409(a) facility applications shall be 
reviewed and approved in compliance with the federal rules in 
effect at the time the application is received. 

(b) Other Facilities.  Administrative Applications for telecommunication 
facilities that do not involve 6409(a) facilities shall be governed by 
the following:    

i. Approval Criteria. An application may be approved if the 
decision maker finds that: 

1. The facility complies with all city standards; 

2. The facility is suitable for the site, considering the size 
of the facility and lot, the location of the lot and the 
facility within the lot, the topography and natural 
features on the lot, and existing structures or 
improvements on the lot. 

3. There will be adequate mitigation of the visual impacts 
to the site on which the facility is located and the 
surrounding area to ensure harmony with adjacent uses 
and public rights-of-way; 

4. The facility creates a positive precedent for future 
telecommunications facilities and collocations. 

ii. Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) Review. Any 
telecommunication facility that exceed 200 feet in height or 
are located within 20,000 feet of a major airport (commercial 
and military aircraft facility) and 10,000 feet of a general 
aviation airport (serving smaller aircraft) shall be reviewed by 
the FAA. 

iii. Bond Required. Prior to erecting or installing any new  
telecommunications facility, the owner or operator shall post 
with the city a bond in an amount sufficient to cover the cost 
of removal of the facility if abandoned, or deemed 
abandoned, pursuant to the terms of this code. 

(2)   Operational Standards.  All telecommunication facilities shall comply with 
the following standards. 
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(a) Signage.  Wireless telecommunication facilities shall not display 

signs or advertising devices other than certification, warning, or 
other required seals or signs.  This requirement does not preclude 
mounting antennas on an existing sign. 

(b) Co-Location Requirements.  No telecommunications facility owner 
or operator shall unfairly exclude a telecommunication competitor 
from using the same facility or location. Upon request by the city, 
the owner or operator shall provide evidence as to why co-location 
is not possible.  If a telecommunications competitor attempts to co-
locate a facility on an existing or approved telecommunications 
facility or location, and the parties cannot reach an agreement, the 
city may require a third party study, at the expense of either or both 
parties, to determine the feasibility of co-location. 

(c) Abandonment. 

i. All permits or approvals for telecommunication facilities shall 
expire immediately upon cessation of use by the provider. 
Not less than every five years, all providers must furnish to 
the city proof of continued use of the telecommunications 
facility. Proof shall consist of a copy of the FCC license and 
a letter from the cellular provider indicating that the facility is 
still in use. All providers must furnish to the city notice of 
discontinuation of use by furnishing a copy of any notices 
reflecting discontinued use as sent to the FCC or other 
federal regulatory agency having jurisdiction over the 
operation of the facility. In addition, commercial mobile radio 
service facilities not used for a continuous period of 6 
months shall be deemed abandoned and shall be removed 
no later than 90 days after being deemed abandoned. 

ii. All leases for the location of commercial mobile radio service 
facilities must provide that the provider shall have full access 
to the leasehold space for the purpose of removing the 
facility. In addition, in the event that the provider and/or the 
landlord shall fail to remove the facility within the 90-day time 
period provided herein, then the city shall have access to the 
leasehold space of the abandoned facility for the purpose of 
removal. All costs incurred by the city in connection with the 
removal of the facility shall be recoverable, at the option of 
the city, against the bond posted by the owner or operator, 
or alternatively, all costs incurred may be assessed as a lien 
against the property on which the facility is located, and the 
city may record said lien, and the lien shall be enforceable 
and may be collected in the same manner as a tax lien by 
the county treasurer and any funds recovered thereby shall 
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be remitted to the city, provided, however, that prior to the 
city's removal of the abandoned facility the city shall have 
first given notice to the provider and the landowner, by 
regular and certified mail, of its intent to remove the facility, 
not less than 30 days prior to the city's removal of any 
abandoned facility. 

 

(3) Use Schedule. 

Table V-2 - Use Schedule for Telecommunication Facilities 

 Land Use 

New Non-Concealed 
Facilities Mounted 

on Existing 
Buildings or 
Structures*  

New 
Concealed 
Facilities New Non-

concealed 
Monopoles 

New 
Facilities 

Mounted on 
Existing 

Pole 
Structures 

 Single-
Family 

Residential 

   P 

 Multi-
Family 

Residential 

P    R 

 Mobile 
Home Park 

   R 

 
Commercial 

R R P R 

 Industrial R R P R 
 Public R R R R 

 Floodplain     
 * Excludes 6409(a) facilities  
 

R Administrative approval by the department of community development director 
required. 

P Use-by-permit required.  
Blank   Not allowed 
Vacant properties default to the future land use shown in the Comprehensive Plan 
Mixed-use properties default to the predominant land use (multi-family or commercial) 

 
(4) Monopole Standards. The following standards apply to all new non-

concealed monopoles: 

(a) Monopoles shall be located in the side or rear yards of developed 
properties, and shall meet the required principal structure setbacks 
of the underlying zone district. The monopole shall not reduce the 



Article V – Uses and Accessory Structures 
Sec. 21-5268. Telecommunication Facilities 

 
required parking, landscaping, and/or open space requirements for 
the principal use. 

(b) No portion of a monopole, including accessory equipment, shall be 
located within 100 feet of a property zoned and/or developed for 
single-family residential purposes.  In the event that the height of a 
monopole exceeds 100 feet, the monopole and all accessory 
equipment shall be set back from the aforementioned residential 
lands.    

(c) Existing land forms, vegetation, and structures shall be used to aid 
in screening the monopole from view or blending in with the 
surrounding built and natural environment. 

(d) When a monopole is located on an industrial zoned property and is 
visible from any public right-of-way, public or private open space, or 
non-industrial zoned property, the base of the monopole and 
associated accessory equipment shall be enclosed with a 
screening wall or fence compatible with the character of the 
property on which it is located and the surrounding area. 

(e) When a monopole is located on a property that is not zoned 
industrial, the base of the monopole and any associated accessory 
equipment shall be enclosed with a screening wall or fence 
compatible with the character of the property on which it is located 
and the surrounding area. 

(f) If a screening wall or fence is required, landscaping shall be 
installed on the outside of the fence to soften the appearance of the 
cell site. The landscaping shall consist of a minimum of one tree 
and three shrubs for every ten linear feet of publicly-visible 
enclosure perimeter, with a minimum of two trees per side. The first 
two trees per side shall be evergreen; the remaining landscaping 
should be an approximate 50% mix of evergreen and deciduous 
species to promote year-round visual interest. 

(g) Monopoles shall be designed for a minimum of two users. 

(h) To the maximum extent feasible, monopoles shall be located at 
least 2,000 feet from any existing freestanding telecommunications 
facility.  It shall be the applicant’s burden to establish a lack of 
feasibility. 

(i) Monopoles in industrial zoned districts shall not exceed 70 feet in 
height.  The height of monopoles in all other zone districts shall be 
governed by the building height standards set forth in this code for 
the applicable zone district.   
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(j) To the maximum extent feasible, monopoles shall not be located 

within 2,000 feet of the existing public service  transmission line, 
which begins at Colorado State Highway 85, travels east, south of 
East 104th Avenue, moves north by northeast east of Picadilly 
Road, and concludes at Hayesmount Road.  It shall be the 
applicant’s burden to establish a lack of feasibility. 

(k) Monopoles and any associated antennas shall be of a color which 
generally matches the building, surroundings or background and 
minimizes their visibility, unless a different color is required by the 
FCC or FAA. Muted colors, earth tones and subdued colors shall 
be used wherever possible. 

(l) In some circumstances, the city may require canister-type antenna 
instead of the traditional array antenna, if the city determines that 
the proposed location would be negatively impacted by the array 
antenna. 

(m) Telecommunication accessory equipment, such as buildings, 
shelters, cabinets, and other components, shall be grouped as 
closely together as technically possible. The total footprint coverage 
area shall not exceed 400-square feet per provider, and shall not 
reduce the parking requirement and/or landscaping area for other 
principal uses on the parcel. No structure shall exceed 15 feet in 
height, and shall be compatible with the design, materials, and 
colors of structures on the same and/or adjacent parcels. 

(5) Standards for Facilities Mounted on Existing Buildings or 
Structures.  All non 6409(a) telecommunication facilities that are 
mounted on an existing building or structure shall comply with the 
following standards: 

(a) The telecommunication facility shall be adequately screened in 
accordance with the rooftop mechanical and utility equipment 
screening standards found in this Land Development Code. 

(b) A wall-mounted telecommunication facility shall be flush-mounted 
and shall match the building or structure in design, color, and 
materials. 

(c) Accessory equipment for wall-mounted telecommunication facilities 
which is located on the roof shall be adequately screened in 
accordance with the rooftop mechanical and utility equipment 
screening standards found in this Land Development Code. . If the 
equipment is located on the ground, the accessory equipment shall 
adhere to the following requirements: 
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i. The accessory equipment shall be located as close to the 

building or structure as possible. 

ii. The accessory equipment footprint shall not exceed 400-square 
feet, and shall not be more than 15 feet in height. 

iii. The accessory equipment shall be enclosed in a screening or 
concealing wall or fence to match the building or structure in 
color, design, and materials, and shall not reduce the 
landscaping or parking requirement for the use of the subject 
property. 

iv.  All accessory equipment structures shall be landscaped from 
public view and all rights-of-way along the outside of the 
required screening enclosure. Such landscaping shall consist of 
a minimum of one tree and three shrubs for every ten linear feet 
of publicly-visible enclosure perimeter, with a minimum of two 
trees per side. The first two trees per side shall be evergreen; 
the remaining landscaping should be an approximate 50% mix 
of evergreen and deciduous species to promote year-round 
visual interest. 

(6) Concealed Telecommunication Facilities. Telecommunication facilities 
that are mounted on an existing structure and Monopoles that meet the 
following standards shall be considered concealed telecommunications 
facilities and may be placed as such in accordance with Table V-2 and 
shall not be required to comply with the standards contained in 
paragraphs (4) and (5) of this section. 

(a) The dimensions of the concealed facility must reasonably 
approximate the dimensions of the object as which it is being 
disguised. 

(b) The design and location of the concealed facility must be 
compatible with the property on which it is located as well as the 
surrounding area. 

(c) The total height of the facility, including all concealment measures, 
shall not exceed the maximum allowed for principal structures in 
the zone district in which it is located. 

(d) Concealed facilities shall meet the required principal structure 
setbacks of the underlying zone district. The facility shall not reduce 
the required parking, landscaping, and/or open space requirements 
for the principal use. 



Article V – Uses and Accessory Structures 
Sec. 21-5268. Telecommunication Facilities 

 
(e) Concealed monopoles shall not be located within 100 feet of a 

property zoned and/or developed for single-family residential 
purposes. 

(f) Concealed facilities shall be designed to accommodate a minimum 
of two users to reduce the overall number of sites required in the 
city.  

(g) Any accessory equipment shall be designed so as to not defeat the 
purpose of the concealment of the telecommunication facility itself 
through the use of screening, landscaping, or other technique.  

(7) New Telecommunication Facilities Located on Existing Pole 
Structures.  Telecommunications facilities, including small cell and 
distributed antenna systems (DAS), to be installed on existing utility 
poles, light poles, signs, and similar types of structures, whether on 
private property or in the public right-of-way, shall comply with the 
following standards: 

(a) In single-family residential zone districts, equipment shall only be 
located on existing poles within the right-of-way or within a utility 
easement. Such equipment must be located a minimum of 25 feet 
from any single-family residential home. 

(b) Equipment shall be mounted as flush to the pole as is technically 
feasible. 

(c) Equipment mounted on a pole shall be painted to match the color of 
the pole on which it is located. 

(d) Any equipment located on the ground shall be screened from public 
view in accordance with the screening standards found in this Land 
Development Code. 

(e) Poles may be replaced in order to structurally accommodate the 
addition of a telecommunications facility. The new pole shall meet 
any applicable previous approvals and/or current requirements for 
those structures. Poles must have a primary functional component 
such as a light, and shall not be installed for the sole purpose of 
placing telecommunications equipment. 


