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C3 Vision – Comprehensive Plan 

Overview 



What is a Comp Plan?  

 Community-Driven 

 
 Vision for the Future (30 + years) 

 

 Long-Range Plan, so City Can Be 

Sustainable and Economically Viable 
 

 Guides Government and Community 

Choices 

 
 

 

 

 



“Big Ideas”  

 

 

1. Balanced Mix of Land Uses 

2. New Neighborhoods  

3. Centers (jobs, retail,  and civic activity) 

4. Retain Lands for Industry 

5. Coordinated Land Use/Transportation 

6. Connected Recreational System  

7. Phased Growth 

 

These themes are found throughout the Plan 



C3 Vision - Sustainability 

Context and Environment:  Orderly 
growth and development that leads to 

a balanced city with great 

neighborhoods and commerce, 

sufficient infrastructure, connected 

parks and open space, and a positive 

appearance and image. 

Community and Social Well-Being:  

Community and social facilities that 

provide for the safety, health, and 

well-being of its residents and promote 

efficient and wise use of resources, 

ensuring that future generations have  

opportunities for meaningful 

livelihoods. 

Commerce and Economy:  Vital economic development and fiscal stability, 
focusing on retaining existing businesses  and attracting new businesses.   



Plan Elements 
Chapters 4-15 in the Comprehensive Plan 



Chapter 3 - Future Land Use Plan 



Indicators Report 



What is an Indicator? 

• Snapshot of the status of a local 

program or goal 

 

• Multiple indicators can provide a 

measuring system for trends 

 

• Result – can aid in decision 

making 

 



Indicators Report Overview 

• 2014 is the 5th year for the Indicators 
Report – Trends emerging 

 

• The Indicators correspond to the 

chapters in the Comprehensive Plan 

 

• Each chapter has anywhere from 1 to 7 

indicators 

 



Types of Indicators 

Two Major Categories of Indicators: 

 
 Direct Influence 

• Example – Trail-Miles Constructed 

over the Past Year 

 

 Indirect Influence 

• Example – Total Number of New 
Residential Units Constructed over 

the Past Year 

 



Indicator Examples 



Chapter 4 – Land Use  

Population 

 



Chapter 4 – Land Use  

Building Permits 

 
• Housing starts were down 

slightly (8%) – 353 in 2014; 384 in 

2013 

 

• 2014 forecast for residential – 
slight growth increase 

 

• Increase in Commercial and 

Industrial, including multiple 
high-profile projects 



Chapter 5 – Jobs and Business 

Unemployment 

 
• Continued drop in 

unemployment rate, 

even greater than state 

and national decreases 
 

• Consistent with Adams 

County trend 



Chapter 5 – Jobs and Business 

Property Vacancy Rates 

 

• All sectors remain strong 

• Highlights incredibly robust industrial market 



Chapter 5 – Jobs and Business 

Non-Residential Building 

Construction 

 

• Strong year for non-residential construction 

• Trend is expected to continue for the next 12-18 months at minimum 



Chapter 7 – Housing and Neighborhoods 

New Housing Units 

 

 

Number of New Units 

Location (N. Range) 



Chapter 8 – Redevelopment & Reinvestment 

Infill Permits  

 

 

• Highlights that citizens and 

businesses are feeling more 

confident about their 

finances and desire to stay 

and expand within 

community 

Infill Permits in Historic City and Irondale 
 

 



Chapter 8 – Redevelopment & Reinvestment 

Building Permits in Redevelopment Focus Areas 

 

 • Derby continues to show 

highest activity 

 

• Increased future attention 

to Dog Track and North 

Metro Station Area 



Chapter 9 – Transportation 

Roads Over Capacity 

 

 

Number of Roads Operating at or 

Over Capacity 

 

 
Roadways include: 
• Tower Road,  

• Rosemary Street, and  

• Highway 2 



Chapter 9 – Transportation 

Transit Ridership 

Annual Transit Ridership 

 

 

• 88 and 48 most used routes 

• Rise in overall ridership suggests more service needed 

• Arrival of 104x for Northern Range 



Chapter 11 – Parks, Open Space, & Recreation 

Enrollment in Recreational and Cultural 

Programs 

 

 

• Growing Population 

should generate into 

increased enrollment 
 

• As population continues to 

increase, additional 

programs and classes 
would be expected  



Chapter 12 – Public Facilities & Infrastructure 

School Enrollment and % Utilization- Adams 14 

 

• Over 7,600 students, 441 over capacity 

• ACSD 14 schools are overcrowded and unbalanced 



Chapter 12 – Public Facilities & Infrastructure 

School Enrollment and % Utilization– 27J 
• 7,116 Students, up from 6,413 just three years ago 

 

• 27J is also overcrowded and unbalanced 

• However, 27J is most vulnerable to increase population   



Chapter 12 – Public Facilities & Infrastructure 

Website Activity 

 

• High amount of utilization of city’s website 

• Continues to draw new activity 



Chapter 13 – Appearance and Design 

Code Violations 

Top five violations by type 

 

 

• Weeds and inoperable vehicles remain high violations 

(similar to previous years) 
• Increase in accumulation of outdoor items 



Chapter 15 – Environmental Conservation 

Renewable Energy Permits 

 

 
• City encourages renewable 

energy permits 
• Numbers may go much higher if 

traditional energy sources 

become more expensive  



Summary 

 

 

• Commerce City is a desirable place to live and work 

 

• On target or trending positively in most areas, which is 

positive news 

  

• Colorado’s economy shows strength that is shown at 

the local level, as well 

   

• Certain indicators show a need for attention , such as 

multi family units and roads over capacity. 

 

• As always, budget realities created need for targeted 

and strategic decision-making for the City 

 

 



Discussion, 

Questions,  

& Answers 
 


