
Adams County 
Health Department



Agenda

• Mission and Vision
• Partnerships & Community 

Engagement
• Health Equity Overview
• Environmental Health Overview



Mission & Vision
Mission:
To responsibly serve the Adams County community with 
integrity and innovation.

Vision: 

A community-led county where everyone has the opportunity to 
be healthy, valued, safe, and thriving.

Purpose: 

The purpose of  the Adams County Health Department is to 
safeguard and improve our community's health and well-being.



Partnerships and Community 
Engagement

WHO
• Municipal governments, school districts, other 

government organizations
• Community-based organizations
• Health systems and clinical providers
• Local businesses and chambers
• Residents

HOW
• Community Health Improvement Plan
• Listening and Strategic Engagement
• Partnership Requests for Services



What
• Five-year, community-centered plan to address county health priorities
• County-wide priorities with potential for local strategies and local action
• Guided by and implemented through collective action

Who 
• Created in partnership with community
• Facilitated and evaluated by Adams County Health Department
• Created, guided, and implemented by a community-led coalition: Adams     

County Community Coalition for Health Improvement

Inaugural Adams County Community 
Health Improvement Plan (CHIP)



 Suggestions or feedback through Monica, Kelly, Brian or any ACHD staff

 Community Coalition for Health Improvement -> Transition to Priority-Specific 
Task Forces (early 2024)

 Focus Groups

 Survey Participation 

 Community Advisory Group 

CHIP: Ways to Get Involved



CHIP Community Survey



CHIP Community Survey

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/adamscol

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/adamscol


Listening and Strategic Engagement
Listening
• One-on-One Meetings
• Summary of  Community Resources
• Asset Mapping 

Strategic Engagement 
• Adams County Health Alliance
• Behavioral Health Coalition
• Communities that Care Coalition
• Love My Air 
• School Coalition 
• Participate in Existing Coalitions



Adams County Health Department’s Community Engagement Request Form



Adams County Health Department’s Community Engagement Request Form



Adams County Health Department’s Community Engagement Request Form



Health Equity:  
Overview

In
eq

ui
ta

bl
e 

Sy
st

em
s

Food Access



Environmental Health Division

• Restaurant inspections

• Childcare center inspections

• Body art inspections

• Pool/spa inspections

• Onsite wastewater (septic 
system) permitting

• Water quality (emerging 
contaminants - PFAS)

• Indoor air quality/Healthy 
Homes/Industrial Hygiene

• Vector surveillance (West Nile 
virus, plague)

• Animal control/Rabies

• Solid/hazardous 
waste/Rocky Mountain 
Arsenal

• Schools

• Disease prevention

• Air quality

Environmental Health programs focus on preventing 
communicable diseases and environmental conditions that could be 
harmful to your health.



LOVE MY AIR PROGRAM (LMA) – COLORADO LOCAL
ENTITY AIR NETWORK (CLEAN)

• 20 Clarity Node-S sensors for detecting 
PM2.5

• 10 partners:
 Adams County
 Adams12 Five Star School District
 Anythink Libraries
 Arapahoe Libraries
 Arapahoe County
 City of  Commerce City
 City of  Northglenn
 City of  Sheridan
 City of  Englewood 
 Thornton Parks and Recreation 

Department
• https://clean.lovemyair.com/clean

https://clean.lovemyair.com/clean


LMA MISSION AND STRATEGIES

To empower communities to live better, longer by reducing 
air pollution and limiting exposure through behavior changes, 
advocacy, and community engagement.

− Raise awareness about air quality concerns through data collection, 
communications, education, and public outreach.

− Empower individuals to change behaviors to reduce air quality 
impacts.

− Empower individuals and families to change behaviors to protect their 
health and reduce exposure to harmful air pollutants.

− Identify and pursue opportunities for programming or policy changes
that reduce air quality and/or protect public health.



CLEAN PARTNERS & SENSOR DASHBOARD



MONITOR AND DASHBOARD
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EPA COMMUNITY AIR MONITORING GRANT

19

• EPA funds support continuation and expansion of previous efforts -
$404,000 over 2 years, 1 FTE

• Transitioned award to Adams County Health Department – continue 
to work across both Adams and Arapahoe Counties

• Build on established community air monitoring network, expand 
cohort partner participation, expand community engagement, 
continue working towards policy and systems changes to promote 
public health. 

• Goal is to install 8 additional monitors (28 total)
• Data will be uploaded to the Love My Air Dashboard 
• Beyond the 2-year grant period, the partner will need to contribute 

approximately $1200 – $1,400 annually per sensor. 



Water Quality and Emerging 
Contaminants

• Water Quality Specialist:  resource for community to 
support water quality issues/emerging contaminants, 
answer questions from well owners, etc.

• Per and Polyflourinated Substances (PFAS):  
contaminant of  concern in water supplies, TCHD 
involved in 2018 response, ACHD continues to be a 
resource for the community.



Previous PFAS Investigation Efforts

Timeline of  Previous Efforts

• Aug 2018: TCHD sends outreach letter to over 200 
homeowners with private wells that may be impacted by PFAS.

• Sept 2018: 2 wells sampled in Commerce City area
 1 well slightly above HA
 1 well was non-detect

• March 2019: 5 additional wells were sampled in CC area after 
door-to-door canvassing.
 2 wells had PFAS levels above the EPA HA
 2 wells had PFAS levels below the EPA HA
 1 well was non-detect for PFAS.



Sampling Locations & Door to 
Door Efforts: Commerce City



Updated PFAS Health Advisories 
(HAs)
• June 2022, the EPA released four drinking water advisories
• Established new HAs for Gen X and PFBS and lowers for PFOA and 

PFOS 
 Interim updated health advisory for PFOA = 0.004 ppt
 Interim updated health advisory for PFOS = 0.02 ppt 
 Final health advisory for GenX chemicals = 10 ppt
 Final health advisory for PFBS = 2,000 ppt

• The previous HA for PFOA and PFOS, as established by the EPA, was 
70 ppt combined

• Advisories are based on human health studies and reflect the most 
current science, which shows the potential for health effects at lower 
levels than previously understood.

• EPA Maximum Contaminant Level (MCL) Development
• Released draft MCL’s in March 2023
• Proposed at 4 ppt for PFOA and 4 ppt for PFOS, MCLG is “zero”.
• EPA anticipated finalizing rule end of  2023



Consumer Information
• EPA/CDPHE Message to Consumers:
 No need to stop drinking their water as 

current health advisories are based on a 
lifetime of  exposure

• If  Concerned:
 Consider at-home filtration to reduce 

exposure
• While many at-home water filters exist, they 

haven’t all been certified to remove PFAS. Look for 
manufacturers that have demonstrated the water 
filter can remove PFAS to non-detectable levels. 
Examples to consider include:
 Purefast Pitcher Filter Cartridge
 Aquasana Claryum Countertop
 Hydroviv undersink filter
 Zero water faucet mount
 Various Samsung and LG refrigerator 

filters are also certified to remove 
PFOS/PFOA certified

https://cyclopure.com/product/purefast-filter-cartridge-for-pfas/
https://www.aquasana.com/countertop-water-filters/claryum-countertop-100236126.html?discountcode=LIVEHEALTHY&gclid=CjwKCAjw7vuUBhBUEiwAEdu2pB2upFf9sy4D6_rnEvYMUQSLh5S0RUYl3A2gV1vDbRwuPu__q9KriRoCUa0QAvD_BwE&gclid=CjwKCAjw7vuUBhBUEiwAEdu2pB2upFf9sy4D6_rnEvYMUQSLh5S0RUYl3A2gV1vDbRwuPu__q9KriRoCUa0QAvD_BwE
https://www.hydroviv.com/products/hydroviv-under-sink-water-filter-for-lead-pfas-arsenic
https://zerowater.com/collections/faucet-mount


Rocky Mountain Arsenal Oversight
• Key Program Elements
 Community private well 

sampling program and well 
permit monitoring

 Remedy oversight with a focus 
on assuring no community 
impacts  and to ensure remedy 
remains fully protective of  
human health & environment

 Full participation in project 
related activities (on site 
inspections, monitoring report 
reviews, etc.)



Rocky Mountain Arsenal Oversight
2023 Activities
 Updated Oversight Designation 

Agreement between ACHD with Adams 
County BOCC (2023-2027)

 Updated MOA with US Army to fund 
ACHD RMA Activities (2023-2027)

 Hired RMA Field Specialist Position

 Conducted private well sampling in 
August – Sept 2023



Tower Road Landfill Oversight
• Agreement between ACHD/City 
• Scope includes:
 Review the Engineering Design and Operations Plan
 Operational Oversight
 Construction Oversight
 Waste Characterization and Disposal Plan (WCDP) 

Oversight 
 Other Consultation Services as needed
 Reporting



Thank You

Monica Buhlig, mbuhlig@adcogov.org
Brian Hlavacek, bhlavacek@adcogov.org

mailto:mbuhlig@adcogov.org
mailto:bhlavacek@adcogov.org
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