
CU-84-14 

APPLICANT:  Veolia Environmental Services -  
   Technical Solutions 

 

LOCATION:  9131 E. 96th Avenue 

 

REQUESTS:  Approval of a Conditional Use Permit 



Vicinity Map 

Current Zoning: 

I-3 

 

Comprehensive Plan: 

General Industrial 



Case History 

• AN-220-07: 
– Annexed the subject property as part of the Northern 

Enclave Industrial Annexation. 
 

• Z-875-08: 
– Zoned all properties annexed in AN-220-07. 
– Subject property zoned I-3. 

 

• AV-1715-14: 
– Approval of variances to the fence and gate setback 

requirements to allow the existing fence and gate 
locations to remain where they are. 



Dedication/ 
Improvements 

Approximate  
existing fence  
location 

Approximate  
existing gate  
locations 



 

Alton Court looking south 
from the northeast corner  
of the subject property  

Existing Right-of-Way To be dedicated an improved 



Site History 

• 1980 – The site is developed in Adams County. 

 

• 1981 – The site is approved for a Conditional Use Permit by Adams 
County to operate solvent recycling and storage. 

 

• 1999 – Veolia purchases the property and begins operations on site.  

 

• 2007 – Commerce City annexes the subject property and the 
operations become ‘legal non-conforming’. 

 

• 2008 – Veolia voluntarily submits an application for a Conditional 
Use Permit to bring the operations into legal and conforming status. 

 

• 2008 – 2014 – Negotiations related to right-of-way dedication and 
improvements have been ongoing. 



The Veolia Company 

• Veolia Environmental is based in Paris, France. 

 

• Operating for 150 years. 

 

• Present in 48 countries with 220,000 employees 
making them the 33rd largest employer 
worldwide. 

 

• Fortune Global 150 company with $38.8 billion in 
revenues in 2012. 



Veolia Environmental Services North America 

• Based in Chicago. 

 

• Present in the United States, Puerto Rico, 
and Canada with 5,400 employees. 

 

• $1.1 billion in revenues in 2012. 

 

• “Deliver value-added services that protect 
people and improve the environment.” 



Veolia Environmental Services – Technical Solutions 

• Operates 24-7-365. 
 

• 50 to 60 employees. 
 

• Treatment and storage operations for 
hazardous and non-hazardous materials with 
fuel blending. 
– No disposal at this facility. 

 
• This location is the Rocky Mountain Regional 

Hub. 



Regulating Agencies 

• Colorado Department of Public Health and 
Environment (CDPHE) 
 

• Environmental Protection Agency Region VIII (EPA) 
 

• Tri-County Health Department (TCHD) 
 

• South Adams County Water and Sanitation District 
(SACWSD) 
 

• South Adams County Fire Protection District (SACFPD) 



Proposed Site Plan 



Office/Lab Building 



Applicant’s Operations – Receipt 

• Receive bulk materials (>110 gallons) and 
non-bulk materials (<110 gallons). 

– Anything from aerosol cans to research 
chemicals. 

– Waste Information Profile (WIP) created by 
the generator and used to determine the 
treatment and/or storage of the material. 



Trucks/Trailers 



Applicant’s Operations – Storage 

• Containerized waste is placed into storage 
pending analysis results (within 10 days) to 
ensure consistency with the WIP. 
– These wastes are segregated by hazardous 

class and chemical compatibility.  

 

• Bulk liquid wastes are not placed into 
tanks until their analysis results (same day) 

are complete to ensure consistency with 
the WIP. 



Warehouse Buildings 



Tank Storage/Distillation Column 



Applicant’s Operations – Treating 

• Containerized wastes: 
– Neutralization 
– Aerosol Can Treatment 
– Solidification 
– Container Blending 

 

• Tank wastes: 
– Thin Film and Fractional Distillation Column 
– Tank Farms 
– Phase Separation 
– Filtration 
– Solvent Extraction 
– Aqueous and Fuel Blending 



Applicant’s Operations – Packing and Shipping 

• Approximately 50% of all wastes received 
by the facility are stored in order to 
accumulate a full truck or train load. 
– When a full load is accumulated, materials 

are shipped to a final disposal facility. 

 

• Reclaimed materials and materials that 
can be directly used without treatment 
are sold to commercial businesses 
throughout the United States. 

 



Site Security 

• A chain-link fence with barbed wire surrounds the entire 
property. 
 

• Chain-link fences surround ‘active’ units as required by the 
CDPHE. 
 

• Gates leading to process areas are locked at all times. 
 

• Warning signs are posted along the fence. 
 

• 24 hour video surveillance is installed. 
 

• There have been no emergencies at this facility since Veolia 
acquired the site in 1999. 



The DRT Review 

1. The Code requirements 

 

2. Referral agency response 

 

3. General application analysis 

 

4. CUP approval criteria analysis 



1. LDC Requirement 



2. Referral Agency Responses 

• South Adams County Fire Protection District: 
– “We have worked very closely with Veolia in the past and 

have no issues wit their facility. We are well aware of the 
hazardous materials operation. They did update their fire 
protection devices about a year ago.” 

 
• Tri-County Health Department: 

– “The current referral includes a letter from the applicant’s 
consultant, Jehn Engineering, dated 10/14/13 and an 
email from Veolia that states the Air Pollutant Emission 
Notices with the Colorado Department of Public Health 
and Environment are current. Based on that information, 
TCHD’s comment regarding the APEN is satisfactorily 
addressed.”  

 



3. DRT Application Analysis 

• No issues were identified by the regulating agencies.  
– All comments were supportive of the application. 

 
• The site was developed in 1980 and received CUP 

approval from the County in 1981. 
 

• The site was annexed in 2007. 
 

• The request is voluntary to bring the operations into 
compliance with city code. 
 

• The applicant will be dedicating and constructing 
right-of-way. 
 



4. Approval Criteria Analysis 

• The site has been in operation since 1981 and since it’s annexation no 
complaints have been filed with the city. The dedication of right-of-way will 
better the circumstances for businesses in the area. 
 

• The applicant is pro-active in addressing any impacts and there are 
emergency response plans in place to mitigate any adverse scenarios. 
 

• The site was developed in the early 1980’s for this type of operation. 
 

• The site has adequate services. 
 

• The applicant has provided assurance of continued maintenance. 
 

• The regulating agencies indicate compliance with all requirements. 
 

• The use of the property for heavy industrial uses is consistent with the 
other uses in the area.  
 



Notification Response 

• To date, staff has not been contacted 
regarding the request. 



Planning Commission’s Recommendation 

• On February 4, 2014, the Planning 
Commission voted 5-0 to recommend 
approval to City Council for the requested 
CUP, subject to conditions. 



Recommended Conditions 

• Five conditions of approval generally 
related to public improvements, site 
operations, and compliance with 
regulating agencies.  

 

• The Planning Commission felt that these 
conditions ensured compatibility with the 
area and would give City Council authority 
to review any changes in operations. 



Questions? 

 


