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Catalyst Program (add statistics on program) 
The Commercial Catalyst Program is designed to encourage business and property owners to update 

building facades, signage and landscaping within the Derby District. 

Program Eligibility 

• The program is open to property owners, business owners and/or tenants 

Eligible Activities 

• Exterior painting 

• Awnings 

• Exterior lighting 

• Window replacements and treatments 

The City requires all new signage in the Derby Sub-Area to conform to the signage regulations 

and; that landscaping adhere to the approved landscape regulations and materials within the 

Derby District PUD and Design Standards. 
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City Council Comments 
Study Session held July 22, 2024 

The following feedback was provided: 

• Update the Derby Design Guidelines 

• Update the Master Plan 

• Move away from the midcentury modern motif 

• Host a joint study session with the Derby Review Board (DRB) 

• Transform the Derby Diamond intersection into a green gathering space 

• Underground utility lines 

• Foster entertainment in the sub-area 

• Bring back Derby Days and hold farmers market 

• Work with business owners to prevent displacement. 

• Expand Joe Reilly Park 

• Host a joint study session with the Derby Review Board 
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Derby Review Board Comments 
Study Session held September 17, 2024 

Ideas included: 

• Update the Derby Master Plan 

• Move away from the Derby Design Guidelines, specifically, the midcentury modern design motif. 

• Consolidate the Master Plan, Urban Renewal District, and Planned Unit Development boundaries. 

• How to restructure the commercial catalyst program 

• Explore utilizing funds for interior project to assist businesses 

• Create a list of existing businesses in the area 

• Create pamphlets to better advertise the commercial catalyst program 

• Enhance security through increased lighting 

• Maintenance and trash pick-up 

• Repave or rethink how the Derby Diamond is utilized 

• Host Music at the Park in Derby 

• Encourage improvements for ADA accessibility 

• The police substation and security presence 

• The status of a historic preservation ordinance and district 
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Council & DRB Overlap 
Major ideas which were consistent between the City Council and DRB 
comments include: 

▪ Updating the Master Plan and Design Guidelines 

▪ Reconsider the mid-century modern design theme 

▪ Increase the variety of activities, festivals and entertainment options 

▪ Improve the public infrastructure and public spaces 

▪ Increase safety, access and mobility 
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Staff Actions & Recommendations 
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Current/Short-term [0-6 months] 

▪ Compete business survey 

▪ Complete market study 

▪ Host events & festivals** 

▪ Evaluate opportunities for strategic investments (land acquisition, public improvements)** 

▪ Continue marketing and improvement efforts in cooperation w/business owners** 

▪ Launched Hispanic Heritage Celebration with community partners 

▪ Partnered with Adelante Community Development to use the Small Business Resource Center (SBRC) for entrepreneurship and small business training 

▪ Small Business Needs Assessment Survey 

▪ Partnered with the Police Department to launch the Derby Cop Shop inside the Small Business Resource Center (SBRC) 

Mid-term [6 – 24 months] 

▪ Refresh/update the Derby Sub-area Plan & Design Guidelines 

▪ Construct necessary public infrastructure repair & replacement 

▪ Identify/assist in attracting a diverse mix of businesses and private   investment 

▪ Explore a distinct zoning category for Derby in the Updated Land Development Code 

Long-term [24 months +] 

▪ Evaluate and adjust Master Plan elements for effectiveness 

▪ Construct necessary public infrastructure improvements 

** On-going activities 



Assumptions 
• Land development is primarily dependent upon 

private initiative and private investment. 

The role of  government is essentially to provide the 

framework of  policy ground rules and regulations 
that help guide development in the public interest 
and to provide and maintain the basic infrastructure 

and services. 
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