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Competitive Ball Fields

City Council identified competitive 

ball fields north of 96th as a priority 

during the 2017 and 2018 City Council 

planning retreats.



Competitive Ball Fields

2018 work plan items –

• 4.3.4 Complete construction of competitive 
youth sports fields in the northern range by 
December 31, 2023

• 4.3.4.S1 Solidify future possible sites for 
athletic complexes by September 30, 2018

• 4.4.4.S1.T1 Plan for development of practice 
fields dependent upon budget approvals for 
2019



Purpose

• Share information about community youth 

baseball/softball programs

• Provide an overview of city-owned properties 

for consideration for future sports complex 

development

• Identify possible sites for youth field 

development and/or improvements 



Current Baseball/Softball Programs

• Commerce City Parks and Recreation Baseball

– Consistently between 400 and 450 participants

– Program uses all fields in city and both school 
districts

– Numbers expected to increase with opening of 
Bison Ridge and continued population growth in 
the north



Current Baseball/Softball Programs

• Youth Sports Providers:
– Brighton Baseball/Softball

• Recreational and competitive baseball (535 spring and 225 
fall for baseball; 100 spring and 100 fall for softball)

• 35% Commerce City participants

• Baseball steady; softball growing

• Uses 1-3 fields in north

– Commerce City Youth Athletics
• Girls softball; 70 participants- mostly Commerce City 

• Trending down as competitive softball

becomes more popular

• Uses 1 field in north and 2 fields in south 



Current Baseball/Softball Programs

• Youth Sports Providers: 

– Burn Baseball – Competitive 

• 33 participants; 70% Commerce City

• Increased from 1 to 3 teams in 4 years

• Use Fairfax Park in spring due to lights

– Mile High Athletics – Competitive Softball

• 50 participants; 80% Commerce City

• Use 1 field in north

• 1st year program



Current Baseball/Softball Programs

• Youth Sports Providers: 

– Colorado Cutthroats – Competitive Baseball

• 12 participants; 40% Commerce City

• Use one field in north

• 2nd year program

– Rocky Mountain Lutheran High School

• 15 participants in boys baseball

• Use one field in north 

• 3rd year as a school



Current Field Use

• Commerce City has 2 fields in the north (no lights)
– River Run

– Villages East

• School District 27J has 2 fields in the north (no lights)
– Second Creek Elementary

– Turnberry Elementary

• Commerce City has 7 fields in the south (all have lights)
– 4 fields at Pioneer Park & 3 fields at Fairfax Park

• School District 14 has 10 fields in the south
– Alsup, Central, Dupont, Hanson, Kemp, Monaco, Rose Hill

– Commerce City recently upgraded many of                            
these fields and is maintaining them



Current Field Use

• Three non-resident groups requested fields this 

summer and could not be accommodated

• This spring every field available to the city in 

the north is full Monday through Friday

• This summer each field in the north will have 

2 practices per evening M-F and all times will 

be full



Youth Athletic Fields- Sports Complex

• The city owns all or portions of three (3) 

community park sites from 65-140 acres

• All would require significant infrastructure 

improvements
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Action Plan

• No additional 

conceptual planning 

has been completed 

for this site

• 65 acres (currently 25 

dedicated via plat; 

remainder in future 

platting)

• Adjacent to future 

high school site



Potential additional ball field 

complex site

• Currently zoned residential

• Within DIA noise contours 

• Exploring acquisition with DIA 

noise mitigation funds



Additional site considerations

• RMANWR (96th & Hwy 2) fields not 

compatible with wildlife refuge mission

• Partnership opportunities:

-other government agencies

-private developers

• City purchase additional property



Youth Athletic Fields- Interim Option

• Opportunities to add additional fields at 

existing park/school sites

• Staff identified potential sites near elementary 

and middle schools to add new fields and also 

looked at existing fields that are not currently 

utilized for city programs

• Provide short/long term practice fields

• Possible short term game fields



6 Potential Additional Fields

• River Run 

– One existing field at Thimmig; construct additional 
field at Thimmig & additional field in Ragweed 
Draw 

• Stuart Middle School

– Upgrade two existing fields 

• Fronterra Park/Second Creek Elementary

– One existing field; construct one more field

• Turnberry Park

– One existing field; construct additional             
field





Youth Athletic Fields- Potential Sites

• City staff would work with School District 27J on 

deeding, IGAs, operations and maintenance, and 

funding source(s.) These discussions have not yet 

occurred.

• Utilizing these existing fields with upgrades and 

constructing additional fields near developed city 

owned properties are estimated at $625,000.

– Submitted as a 2019 CIP project

• Additional O&M would be necessary as well.



Studies

• Currently working with Design Concepts to 

gather information about ball field and multi-

purpose field complexes within 20 miles and 

50 miles of Commerce City

• Focusing on those complexes in cities with 

population size close to Commerce City 









Feedback

• Does City Council believe any or all of the 

three City community park sites meet the need 

for a future competitive field complex?

• Would City Council like for staff to pursue 

field development opportunities with partners 

such as 27J, Brighton, etc.

• Does City Council believe there is a need to 

purchase additional property?


